
Judaism and Pilgrimages
Until AD70, it used to be a duty for all Jews 

to make the pilgrimage to Jerusalem three 

times in a year during these festivals:

Passover (Pesach): a festival commemorating 

the Exodus of Jewish people from Egypt. 

Shavuot ("Pentecost" or "Feast of Weeks") 

celebrates the revelation of the Torah to the 

Israelites on Mount Sinai. 

Sukkot ("Tabernacles" or "The Festival of 

Booths") commemorates the Israelites’ forty 

years of wandering through the desert on 

their way to the Promised Land. 



Judaism and Pilgrimages

Since that time, it is no longer a 
duty but Jewish people do still 
go to Jerusalem on pilgrimage as 
it is considered to be their 
holiest city.

Which other religions have a 
holy city that pilgrims visit?

Which other religion considers 
Jerusalem to be a holy site? 



The Western Wall

The Western Wall is also known 

as the Wailing Wall. It got this 

name because of the grief 

expressed due to the destruction 

of the temple it was part of.



The Western Wall

It is the only remaining part of the 

Second Temple built during the reign 

of King Herod in 1BC. The first 

temple was the Temple of Solomon, 

which was destroyed in 586BC.
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The Western Wall
The temple encased the hill known as Temple Mount, which is the 

holiest site for Jews. 

Now the wall is all that remains and is the holiest place where Jews 

are allowed to pray. 



The Western Wall
Watch the video https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/what-

does-jerusalem-mean-to-jewish-people/z76d7nb and think about 

these questions:

Why is the Western Wall 
significant for Jews?

What happens at the 
Wailing Wall?

What are they writing on 
their pieces of paper and 
what do they do with it?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/what-does-jerusalem-mean-to-jewish-people/z76d7nb


The Western Wall

Why is the Western Wall significant 
for Jews?

It is the last remaining site of a 

destroyed Jewish temple.

It is over 2000 years old. 

What happens at the Western Wall?

People come to the wall to pray.

What are they writing on their pieces of 
paper and what do they do with it?

They write messages to God.


