
The holy city of Varanasi 

The city of Varanasi is the religious centre of the Hindu world.   

 

The city rises from the banks of the 

river Ganga, the holiest of all Indian 

rivers. Thousands of pilgrims come 

down to the river to bathe as they 

believe it will purify them and forgive 

their sins.  

 

Soon after sunrise, the city’s banks 

burst with life. Brahmins (religious 

teachers) read passages from 

sacred Hindu text, and priests 

mark the foreheads of pilgrims 

with the ashes of sacrifices burnt 

by the river in worship of the gods. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



River Ganga 

 

The River Ganga runs through the holy city 

of Varanasi in India. 

 

 

Hindu legend has it that the Goddess 

Ganga had the power to purify anything 

that touched her and she flowed from 

the heavens and purified the people of 

India. Hindu’s belief that bathing in the 

river Ganga purifies them and their sins 

are forgiven. 

 

Hindu’s believe that to be in the Ganga, especially at the holy city of 

Varanasi at the time of your death, you are immediately freed form 

samsara (reincarnation), attain Moksha (freedom) and become one with 

Brahman (the most senior Hindu God). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The holy cities of Vrindavan and Ayodhya 

The city of Ayodhya 

The city of Ayodhya is one of the 

seven holiest cities in India.  The 

Hindu God Rama was born in the 

city of Ayodhya 

Hindu pilgrims visiting Ayodhya 

during festivals and important 

religious functions consider 

washing in the sacred River Saryu 

will bring them good fortune. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The city of Vrindavan  

The city of Vrindavan is the place 
where the god Krishna is believed 
to have spent his childhood. The 
city has eleven temples, of which 

the most famous is the Bankey 
Bihari Temple. This temple is 
home to a sacred image of 

Krishna which shows Krishna with 
an almost blackened body. 

Worshippers come and offer 
garlands of flower petals to the 

spirit of the statue. 
 

 

 


