
Year 6 Week 7:  Explorers and Expeditions 

This week, we will continue to find out more about ‘The Age of Encounter’, this week focusing on   

Vespucci, Magellan and Drake.  There is lots of information about these three explorers below. 

If you have any issues accessing the content, or would like some guidance with the activities, or some 

support with trying to maintain motivation (the children’s) please email 

closure@greattotham.essex.sch.uk and one of the team will respond as soon as possible.   

Maths 

The focus this week continues to be on decimals.  Remember, you can access the library on My 

Maths to find some further guidance to help you. Log in to the My Maths school main site (not your 

individual log-in).  On the left of the page is the library section.  Click on number, then fractions and 

scroll down (quite a long way) to find the lessons for decimals. 

 Year 6 
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/consolidation-of-steps-4-6-year-6-decimals-

learning-video-clip/ 

Activity 1 Multiply decimals by integers - a fluency and problem solving sheet with a choice 
of level 

Activity 2 Divide decimals by integers - a fluency and problem solving sheet with a choice 
of level 

Activity 3 Decimals as fractions  - a fluency and problem solving sheet with a choice of level 

Activity 4 Decimal SATs style questions 

 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button  Keep practising your times-tables recall. 

English 

This week, our English texts and writing activities are linked with the theme of explorers. 

 Year 6 

Reading Comprehension The Polar Bear Explorer’s Club by Alex Bell 

Read chapter 2 and then answer the comprehension questions.  

Writing 1 Write a menu for your ideal birthday breakfast (make sure Auntie 

Agatha would absolutely hate it)! 

Try to be as imaginative as you can and include plenty of detail.  Make 

sure you appeal to the senses when describing each of the items you 

would have on your breakfast menu.  

Writing 2 Should 12- year-old girls be allowed on expeditions? 
Consider both sides of the argument: what would be the benefits and 
what would be the negative reasons?  
Write a discussion text, introducing what you are writing about and 
giving both sides of the argument.  Remember to use a formal writing 
style and to include your Y6 writing skills. 

Spelling/grammar Spelling – words with the prefix ‘over’ 

 

Have you managed to find any interesting books about explorers or voyages?  Remember you can 

read information texts too. 

mailto:closure@greattotham.essex.sch.uk
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/consolidation-of-steps-4-6-year-6-decimals-learning-video-clip/
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Foundation Subjects 

History and Geography: 

The three explorers we are focusing on this week are Vespucci, Magellan and Drake.  There is some 

background information below, followed by the activities.  As you learn about the explorers, think 

about the effect of their voyages on life today. 

Amerigo Vespucci 

Amerigo Vespucci, Italian navigator and cartographer, is most famous for giving his name to the 

continent he explored in the New World. During his most successful voyage, in 1501, Vespucci sailed 

along the coast of South America and arrived at what is now Rio de Janeiro and Rio de la Plata. He 

believed that what he had encountered was not Asia at all, but an entirely new continent between 

Europe and Asia, which he called the New World. In 1507, a German cartographer proposed the 

name America for this continent to honour Amerigo Vespucci's discovery. 

Ferdinand Magellan 

In 1519, Portuguese explorer Ferdinand Magellan, with the support of Spain, led the first European 

voyage to circumnavigate the globe. He had heard of a passage that enabled ships to cross South 

America without having to travel around Cape Horn, the southern tip of South America. In 1520, he 

found it: a winding narrow channel that cut through the lower part of South America. This passage 

was eventually named the Strait of Magellan in his honour. In 1520, after more than a month 

navigating their way through the strait, Magellan’s ships emerged and became the first known 

Europeans to see what Magellan called the Mar Pacifico, or the Pacific Ocean. Although this passage 

was too long and dangerous to be considered a practical route to the Spice Islands, Magellan’s 

expedition was significant because it expanded Europeans’ knowledge of geography and their 

understanding of the size of the world. 

Sir Francis Drake 

Some 50 years after Magellan’s expedition, an English admiral, Sir Francis Drake, became the second 

European to circumnavigate the globe. Drake was a naval commander known for raiding foreign 

ships and ports and for engaging in the slave trade, trading enslaved Africans. In 1577, Queen 

Elizabeth I of England chose him to lead an expedition around South America, through the Strait of 

Magellan. During this mission, Drake and his crew sailed across the globe, bringing with them 

treasures from their travels. Drake was knighted by Queen Elizabeth I in 1581 and became the most 

celebrated sailor of his time. In 1588, he helped defeat the great Spanish Armada, a victory that won 

the English domination over the seas of Europe. As a result, the British Empire grew to become the 

most powerful empire in the world. 

Activity 1:  Use the website links below to find out about our second three explorers, Vespucci, 

Magellan and Drake. 

Then discuss the question underneath each link with an adult or write your ideas in your book. 

Did you think anything was strange about their journeys and where they were sailing to?  Why? 

If you are unable to access the internet links, then read the information on the Explorers Information 

sheet.  Use the world map to follow the journeys made by the three explorers. 

 

 



 

Amerigo Vespucci: 

https://earth.google.com/web/@37.385756,-

5.992726,9.01862306a,3435d,35y,345h,63.99998204t,0r/data=CjASLhIgM2VlNGIxYjAyZjZjMTFlN2JiN

2U5ZjRiODliYmUwZGUiCnBic19hb2VfMTA 

Q1 - Unlike the other explorers in this series, Amerigo Vespucci did not command a ship. But his 

contributions to Europeans understanding of geography, cartography, and navigation were 

considerable. What was the evidence that he used from biology, anthropology (the study of 

humankind and human cultures), and astronomy that convinced him that the land on the other 

side of the Atlantic Ocean was not part of Asia? 

 

Ferdinand Magellan:  

 https://earth.google.com/web/@-

2.996747,129.366501,178.44790375a,1128996.00008115d,35y,360h,0.00005083t,0r/data=CjASLhIg

M2VlNGIxYjAyZjZjMTFlN2JiN2U5ZjRiODliYmUwZGUiCnBic19hb2VfMTM 

Q2 - What was Ferdinand Magellan’s most significant contribution as an explorer? 

 

Sir Francis Drake:   

https://earth.google.com/web/@9.586965,-79.470366,-

0.18843377a,8841d,35y,0h,1t,0r/data=CjASLhIgM2VlNGIxYjAyZjZjMTFlN2JiN2U5ZjRiODliYmUwZGUi

CnBic19hb2VfMTY 

Q3 - Why was Francis Drake considered a hero in England, but was seen as a villain by the Spanish? 

The following questions consider the set of videos as a whole (you may want to look again at the 

explorers from last week): 

Q4 - How did Europe’s influence in the world change between Columbus’s expedition in 1492 and 

Drake’s voyages around 1580? 

Q5 - Explorers to the New World met indigenous people wherever they went and brought change 

to their lives. List two ways life changed for the indigenous people. 

Activity 2: 

As you watch the videos, make notes about the route taken; major places they landed, discoveries 

and threats and mishaps. 

 Route taken Major places 

they landed 

Discoveries Threats and 

mishaps  

Amerigo 
Vespucci (1454-
1512) 

    

Ferdinand 

Magellan (1480-

1521) 
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Sir Francis Drake 

(1540-1596) 

    

 

Activity 3:  Complete the compare voyages sheet for Vespucci, Magellan and Drake (you can use 

your sheet from last week). 

Activity 4:  On the World Explorers Map, match Vespucci, Magellan and Drake to the locations that 

they encountered during their voyages on the map (you can use your sheet from last week). 

 Label the main seas and oceans. 

 Use a key to show the countries that the explorers encountered. 

 Label the continents.  

 Extension: use an atlas and give the co-ordinates of the different places visited. 

 

Science:  This week, you will be exploring the effect of boat shape and finding out more about water 

resistance and why things float.  

Water resistance – is a force that tries to slow things down that are moving through water. It is a 

type of friction and sometimes called drag. 

Floating - When you float in water, you feel so much lighter in weight. The reason is because the up-

thrust from the water is pushing up against your body weight. You still have weight, but you do not 

feel it. An object will float when the up-thrust cancels out its weight. 

Boat Shape Investigation – use the sheet to give you some ideas for your own investigation into 

boat shapes.  You will need to consider the effect of water resistance so the links below may help to 

give you some ideas.  Remember to be safe around water. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qy6WxfjxFe0  Information about why things float. 

https://www.curriculumvisions.com/search/W/waterResistance/waterResistance.html  

Information about water resistance 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/science/forces-and-motion/water-resistance/  Information about 

water resistance 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oFSM58b5P2c  How do you measure the weight of a ship? 

 

RE: What is pilgrimage?  Hindu Pilgrimage 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j4lSnFCnGmg 

Watch the video clip to find out about Hindu Pilgrimage.  Then read the Hindu Pilgrimage 

information sheet. 

Questions to answer about Hindu Pilgrimage 

1. What do Hindus believe will happen if they bathe in the River Ganga? 

2. Why do Hindus believe that the water in River Ganga has healing powers? 

3. What happens on the River Ganga after sunrise? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qy6WxfjxFe0
https://www.curriculumvisions.com/search/W/waterResistance/waterResistance.html
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/science/forces-and-motion/water-resistance/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oFSM58b5P2c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j4lSnFCnGmg


4. Which Hindu god was believed to have spent their childhood in the city of Vrindavan? 

5. Why do Hindus visit the Bankey Bihari temple in Vrindavan? 

6. Where was the Hindu god Rama born? 

7. Why do Hindus want to wash in River Saryu in Ayodhya? 

 

Task: Imagine you are writing a travel guide for Hindus thinking of going on a pilgrimage. Write 

about the four sites you have read about explaining why you should visit each one.  

PE:  Please try to do some form of physical activity every day.  There are links on the school website 

to some on-line activities or perhaps you could come up with your own activities. 

 

Other Resources   

There continues to be a vast array of online resources accessible for children learning at home. Some 

of the core aspects to this home learning offer are cited below – please also look at the ‘What’s on’ 

section of the website for links to other websites and what’s being offered via social media. These 

are signposts only and parents need to make their own assessments about what is appropriate for 

their child.   

  

Use the click through 
links from the home 
pages to find the year 

group and  
subject of choice.  

https://www.thenational.academy/  

 Use the click through links 
from the home pages to find 
the year group and subject of 
choice.  

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons  

 

https://www.thenational.academy/
https://www.thenational.academy/
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