
The Great Barrier Reef – Coral   

 

The Great Barrier Reef is one of the world’s most 

natural living ecosystems (a group of plants and 

animals that share the same location). It’s most 

obvious and beautiful features is the living coral 

located throughout the reef, with around 350 

different types of Coral, each with different 

skeletons.  

 

The most common of which is called a staghorn coral, which looks like deer antlers; 

they grow up to 10cm a year. The Coral is home to the largest number of plants 

and animals in the world, which rely on the coral to protect them from humans and 

other animals, but they do allow us as humans to see the change in temperature 

and level of the sea, as they can only survive in certain conditions.  

 

They are one of the world’s oldest organisms 

and we can use them to help date how our 

planet came about. They are very delicate and 

can be destroyed easily, but it is this that 

makes them so beautiful. People visit from all 

over the world to experience this unique and 

special reef, bringing money to the local 

people.  

 

 



The Great Barrier Reef – Background   

 

The Great Barrier Reef is one of the world’s most 

natural living ecosystems (a group of plants and 

animals that share the same location). It is made up 

of coral, animals and plants. We do not know 

exactly how the coral first found its way to 

Australia, but we do know that the new coral forms 

on top of the old coral. In a way coral is still a 

mystery to us as humans, but we do know that it is 

millions of years old and is all naturally made.  

 

Coral is such a unique organism that it has to be created in certain conditions; it 

needs warm, shallow and very salty water in order to live and breed. This allows us to 

gain a better understanding of what the environment was like millions of years 

ago and how things have changed.  

 

The coral reef was such a natural beauty that the 

local people were drawn towards it to live in a 

peaceful environment. Due to the large number of 

animals within the reef they were able to fish and 

hunt to get food. As time has moved on it has become 

a very popular place for people to visit and enjoy.  

 

 



The Great Barrier Reef – Animals   

 

The Great Barrier Reef is one of the world’s 

most natural living ecosystems (a group of 

plants and animals that share the same 

location). The Great Barrier Reef is home to 

thousands of animals and plants some of 

which can only be found here. It is so special 

that there are even some endangered species 

(animals that are dying out) living within the 

coral or on the reef itself.  

 

Some of the animals located here include whales, dolphins, clownfish, sea snake, 

sea turtles and crocodiles. Although some of these animals can be found elsewhere, 

what makes the Great Barrier Reef unique is the amount of animals living together 

in one place. However this does provided food and entertainment for both the local 

people and tourists.  

 

Due to the amount of animals located here, it does 

allow us to explore the range of different animals 

found on our planet and animals that used to live on 

our planet. Although it does not allow us to explore 

them all, we do gain a better understanding of how 

they live and breed in such a beautiful and unique 

environment.  

 



The Great Barrier Reef – Location 

 

The Great Barrier Reef is one of the 

world’s most natural living 

ecosystems (a group of plants and 

animals that share the same location). 

It is located in Australia just off the 

North East Coast. It stretches over 

1,600 miles covering most of the 

coast.  

 

Due to its size it is in fact visible from outer space; it is actually the only natural 

feature that can be seen from satellites. Due to its location it can be visited all 

year round, even during the rainy seasons of November through to May. This allows 

people from all over the world to visit and explore this wonderful ecosystem, 

whilst also learning about a different culture and experiencing a different way of 

life.  

 

In 1981 it became part of the World Heritage, 

this means that the land is protected from activities 

that may harm its environment, this includes fishing, 

and touching the coral itself. In stopping any harm 

to this unique beauty we allow it to continue to 

blossom. This means that we can measure the 

changes to the climate, the animals and the coral 

over time. This then gives us an insight into how this reef has developed over time.  



The Great Barrier Reef 

The Great Barrier Reef is one of the world’s most natural living ecosystems (a group of 

plants and animals that share the same location). The Coral found in the reef is home to 

the largest number of plants and animals in the world, which rely on the coral to 

protect them from humans and other animals, but they do allow us as humans to see the 

change in temperature and level of the sea, as they can only survive in certain 

conditions.  

 

We do not know exactly how the coral first found its way to Australia, but we do know 

that the new coral forms on top of the old coral. In a way coral is still a mystery to us 

as humans, but we do know that it is millions of 

years old and is all naturally made. But due to its 

natural beauty the local people were always drawn 

here and due to the large number of animals there 

were always animals to hunt and fish for food. 

However we must be careful as some of the 

animals located here are endangered species  

(Animals that are dying out), so we must protect 

and look after them.  



 

 

 


