
Being There – Recount 
 

Imagine you are at one of the huge meeting places that you’ve learned about.  Think of the 
architecture from the outside and then as you go inside.  Write a recount of your visit. 
 

Things to think about before you start: 
 Decide which building you are going to write about. 

 Decide whether you have visited now or at some point in history. 

 Choose whether you were a spectator (someone watching) or one of the performers/athletes. 
 

e.g. You were a gladiator about to take part in your first fight at the Colosseum or you could 
have been a spectator about to watch the 100m sprint at the London 2012 Summer Olympics.  
You may even imagine what it would have been like to go and visit in the modern day. 
 

What to include: 
 What was your first impression from the outside? 

 How did you feel about your visit? 

 Did your feelings change when you got inside? 

 What happened and how did you feel about it? 

 What effect did the building have on you? 

 What effect did the other people have on you? 

 How did your visit end? 
 

Remember to make the place and events come alive for your reader.  Keep them interested 
with different sentence types and fantastic vocabulary.  A recount is writing about something 
that has already happened so make sure it is in past tense!  You may include quotes of what 
people said.  e.g. Bernard was so angry that he yelled, “Get away from him!  Stay away!”  (The 
past tense comes from yelled.) 
 

Skills to include: 
 conjunctions 

 expanded noun phrases 

 prepositions (usually where things are e.g. The hurdler flew over each obstacle) 

 interesting adjectives 

 interesting adverbs 

 paragraphing 

Make sure your reader knows what it felt like to be there! 
 

These links might help you 
Colosseum – a recreation using C.G.I. and modern photos.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8sLy5VCMuKM 
Mo Farah Wins Men's 5000m Gold - London 2012 Olympics  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C93qwVmBseE 
Greg Rutherford Wins Long Jump Gold - London 2012 Olympics  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=twGoVVPO08Q 
Jessica Ennis Wins Heptathlon Gold - London 2012 Olympics  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G-rEnjNWnMg 
Shakespeare; The Globe Theatre London tour  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m3VGa6Fp3zI 
Much Ado About Nothing : Globe on Screen Movie clip  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7vIbZdu18II 
Don’t worry if the last one doesn’t really make sense to you, listen to how the audience respond and watch how 
the actors move – what would it be like to be there? 
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