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                                 Great Totham Primary School 
                                      Early Years Foundation Stage Policy 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets out the curriculum for children from birth to 5 years old. Year R is 

the final year of the EYFS and this is the year specifically referred to within this policy. Within EYFS children 

work within 3 prime and 4 specific areas of development and towards the Early Learning Goals (ELG) 

although some children will continue working towards the Early Learning Goals in Year 1. 

We follow the statutory framework for the early years. Learning is personalised to meet the needs of all 

children within the following area. 

The 3 prime areas are: 

 Communication and Language (CL) 

 Physical Development (PD) 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED) 

The 4 specific areas are: 

 Literacy (L) 

 Mathematics (M) 

 Understanding the World (UTW) 

 Expressive Arts and Design (EAD) 

In addition, each child’s individual characteristics of effective learning are assessed to inform the Y1 teachers 

and parents of each child’s stage of development and learning styles and needs. The 3 main characteristics 

are: 

 Playing and exploring 

 Active learning 

 Creating and thinking critically  

Induction Procedure 
At Great Totham we arrange a comprehensive induction programme for all children starting school in 
Reception at the beginning of a new academic year. This includes discussions with nursery staff, play 
sessions, invites to school events and an individual meeting with the class teacher. 
 
Each year we review our induction events and make amendments to improve the opportunities provided 
and communication between home and school. 
 
The Setting 
Both reception classes are housed in a self-contained area. There is a well-resourced outdoor classroom 
adjacent to the building. 
Activities within the setting are planned to encourage the full and active participation of all children, 

whatever their ability, ensuring individual potential is met. 

Two teachers work within the setting. Each teacher has a register group of up to 30 children, although during 

the day there are many opportunities for free flow activity across the unit. There are 2 full time and a 

number of part time teaching assistants within the Reception class.  
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Assessment 
During the first few weeks of the Autumn Term at Great Totham a baseline assessment is made against the 
Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP), this then provides the starting point for tracking and discussing 
progress throughout the year and is an internal school based judgement. 
 
The statutory requirement is to report on EYFSP at the end of the year. A judgement is made for each child 
regarding Good Level of Development (GLD), to achieve this a child must at least achieve ‘expected’ 
development within all the ELGs. At Great Totham observations are recorded using a program called 
Tapestry to form an on line Learning Journey that parents can both view and contribute to via a secure 
personal log in which they access through the school website.  
 
Transition to Year 1 
Year 1 start September still working on the EYFS and as the children exceed these expectations they will 
move onto the KS1 national curriculum. 
 
Review and Monitor 
The curriculum committee will evaluate and review this policy every two years or sooner depending on 
statutory changes. 
 

Policy Agreed 3rd October 2014. 

Review Date Chair of Committee Comments 

Review Date: October 2016 
 

L. Hazel Young No significant changes. 

Review Date: October 2018 
 

Tim Woods Minor clarification of terms 

 


