
Year 1 - Week 7: Exploring microhabitats  

This week the children will continue to be explorers and discover information about microhabitats and the creatures 

that live in them. A microhabitat is a very small part of a habitat, such as a clump of grass or a rock. These 

microhabitats are homes for extremely small creatures, such as woodlice. A microhabitat has its own temperature 

and light. Some useful websites to help you learn about microhabitats and minibeasts are: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6882hv/articles/z9fkwmn and 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/mini-beast-adventure-with-jess 

If you have any issues accessing the content, or would like some guidance with the activities, please email 

closure@greattotham.essex.sch.uk and one of the team will respond as soon as possible.   

Maths 

The focus this week is representing, comparing and ordering numbers.  

Activity 1 Count and write numbers  

Activity 2 Representing numbers  

Activity 3 Comparing groups  

Activity 4 Ordering groups  

 

 Practise your number bonds to 20 https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button 

English 

Phonics and 
comprehension 
activity.  

Activity 5. Find the ‘aw’ sound in the letter. Then answer the comprehension questions 
about the letter.  

Writing 1 We would like you to create a quiz about minibeasts. You will need to write at least three 
facts about each creature. These can include sentences that describe what it looks like, 
where it might live or how it moves.  
Example: I am long with lots of legs. 
I will turn into another minibeast. 
I enjoy munching on crispy leaves.  
What am I? I am a caterpillar.   
Can an adult guess your minibeast? 

Writing 2 We would like you to write an adventure story. You will need to imagine that you have 
shrunk to the size of a minibeast and have just stepped outside to explore. What do you 
see? You might notice how tall the grass and flower pots seem. Think about which 
minibeasts in the story help you and which ones you need to escape from.  We look forward 
to reading your exciting stories when we return to school. 
Remember to use finger spaces, full stops and capital letters. Also try to extend your 
sentences by using and.  

Spelling Activity 6.   The ‘l’ sound is usually spelt with a double ‘l’ in words that only have one 
syllable. 

 

Hopefully you are still reading regularly.  There are lots of books online about microhabitats and the animals that live 

in them.  

Foundation Subjects 

Science  

Learn about microhabitats and the animals that live in them by playing the matching game in Activity 7. Discuss why 

the minibeasts live in these microhabitats.  

You could also create a minibeast hotel. There are some instructions to help you in Activity 8.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6882hv/articles/z9fkwmn
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/mini-beast-adventure-with-jess
mailto:closure@greattotham.essex.sch.uk
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button


 

Geography 

Create a map of your garden or an outside area to help an explorer find minibeasts. You could make a key to show 

where the different minibeasts live or to show where the dark and damp places are.  

History  

It is VE day on Friday 8th May. Can you find out some interesting facts about VE day? Why do we celebrate it? 

To celebrate VE day, there were lots of street parties where people brought food to share with the neighbours, 

family and friends. They also decorated the streets by hanging bunting and banners.   

Activity: Imagine that you had just been to a street party to celebrate VE day. Write a postcard to a member of your 

family to tell them about your VE day celebrations. What did you eat? What did you do for entertainment? What 

decorations did you make? On the other side of the postcard draw a picture to show what you did and what you 

saw.  

You could also create your own VE day bunting.  

PE:  Please try to do some form of physical activity every day.  There are links on the school website to some on-line 

activities or perhaps you could come up with your own activities 

Other Resources  

There continues to be a vast array of online resources accessible for children learning at home. Some of the core 

aspects to this home learning offer are cited below – please also look at the ‘What’s on’ section of the website for 

links to other websites and what’s being offered via social media. These are signposts only and parents need to make 

their own assessments about what is appropriate for their child.  

 
Use the 
click 
through 

links from the home pages to 
find the year group and 
subject of choice. 
https://www.thenational.acad
emy/ 

 Use the click through 
links from the home 
pages to find the year 
group and subject of 

choice. 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailyles
sons 

Resources for Reception 
and Year 1 children to 
keep up their phonics 
learning.  

 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/U
CP_FbjYUP_UtldV2K_-niWw/featured 
Or search Youtube for ‘Letters and 
Sounds for Home and School’, looking 
for the icon.  
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