
Year 2  - Week 9 : Exploring polar habitats  

This week the children will be exploring polar habitats. To help your children to understand where the Arctic and 

Antarctic are you could look at google earth, an atlas or a globe. You could also discuss what the weather might be 

like in these habitats. There are many polar animals to find out about and you could discuss how these animals stay 

warm in such cold temperatures. Some useful websites to help you with this are: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zx882hv/articles/z3sr4wx  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b01kvmbk/andys-wild-adventures-series-2-10-polar-bears 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b01cbmy4/andys-wild-adventures-series-1-1-emperor-penguins 

If you have any issues accessing the content, or would like some guidance with the activities, please email 

closure@greattotham.essex.sch.uk and one of the team will respond as soon as possible.   

Maths 

The focus we are continuing addition and subtraction.  

Activity 1 Adding and subtracting 10s. Watch the videohttps://vimeo.com/415461655 and then 
complete the sheet. 

Activity 2 Add 2 digit numbers https://vimeo.com/415699218 and then complete the sheet. 

Activity 3 Subtract 2 digit numbers https://vimeo.com/415699365 and then complete the sheet. 

Activity 4 Bonds to 100 https://vimeo.com/415699539 and then complete the sheet. 

 

Keep practising your times tables: https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button.  You could also try 

maths shed https://www.mathshed.com/en-gb which currently has a 30 day free trial.  

English 

Comprehension 
activity.  

Activity 5 – Read and answer the questions about Polar animals. 

Writing 1 Activity 6 – If you were an Antarctic explorer what would you take on your expedition with 
you? Think about the clothes you will need, what food would be good to take, where you 
will sleep and what equipment you might need. 

Writing 2 Activity 7 – Write a job advert for an explorer. Discuss the meaning of the vocabulary before 
you start. 

Spelling Activity 8 – Using conjunctions. 

 

Hopefully you are still reading regularly.  There are lots of books online about polar habitats and the animals that live 

in them.  

Foundation Subjects 

History  

More than 100 years ago groups of explorers set off on expeditions to find the South Pole. One of these explorers 

was Ernest Shackleton and we would like you to create a fact sheet about him. There is some information on these 

websites: https://kids.kiddle.co/Ernest_Shackleton, https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/ks1-antarctic-explorers-

finding-the-south-pole-powerpoint-t-h-274 Use activity sheet 9 to help you. You could include information about 

why he was a significant person, any interesting facts you found out, when he was born and when he died.  

As an extra challenge you could write another factsheet about a different polar explorer.    
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Art  

Create a polar animal using a variety of materials. Here are some possible ideas: 

https://iheartcraftythings.com/cupcake-liner-penguin-craft-for-kids.html 

https://iheartcraftythings.com/paper-plate-arctic-fox-craft-for-kids.html 

https://itisartday.blogspot.com/2013/12/north-texas-icebergs.html 

Science  

Complete the ice cube melting experiment – activity sheet 10. You could also test if an ice melts quicker if you put it 

in water or put sugar or salt on the ice cube. 

Complete the blubber experiment to learn how animals stay warm in cold places – activity sheet 11. 

PE:  Please try to do some form of physical activity every day.  There are links on the school website to some on-line 

activities or perhaps you could come up with your own activities 

Other Resources  

There continues to be a vast array of online resources accessible for children learning at home. Some of the core 

aspects to this home learning offer are cited below – please also look at the ‘What’s on’ section of the website for 

links to other websites and what’s being offered via social media. These are signposts only and parents need to make 

their own assessments about what is appropriate for their child.  

 
Use the 
click 
through 

links from the home pages to 
find the year group and 
subject of choice. 
https://www.thenational.acad
emy/ 

 Use the click through 
links from the home 
pages to find the year 
group and subject of 

choice. 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailyles
sons 

Resources for Reception 
and Year 1 children to keep 
up their phonics learning.  

 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/U
CP_FbjYUP_UtldV2K_-niWw/featured 
Or search Youtube for ‘Letters and 
Sounds for Home and School’, looking 
for the icon.  
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