
Composing for an Entrance 

Throughout history, music has been used to help people make an entrance.  Whether 
for the entrance of a member of royalty, entertainment or to draw attention for the 
delivery of important messages (like the bell for a town crier).  Your challenge is to be 
creative and compose a piece of music that could be used for a grand entrance. 
 

Without instruments 
Don’t worry if you don’t play or have an instrument, there are lots of other options!  
You could use different sized glasses or glass bottles and put different amounts of water 
in them.  This will give you different notes.  You could then TAP THEM GENTLY with a 
pencil, blow over the top of them or run a damp finger around the rim. 
 

Another option is to collect a range of items from around your home and experiment 
with tapping or shaking them.  Listen to the pitch of the sounds, decide how best to 
arrange them and what you like the sound of.  Decide how many times you will use each 
one and remember to mix them up. 
 

Practice your piece a few times to make sure you are happy with it. 
 

You can write down your finished piece of music either by numbering your items and 
noting the numbers each time you play them or by drawing a simple symbol for each 
one. 
 

With instruments 
Of course, if you play an instrument and have one at home, you can create your piece 
using that instead.  If you know how to, you could write it using proper musical 
notation! 
 

Another challenge if you have an instrument at home, would be to learn a famous piece 
of music.  There are a number of choices available on-line. 
 

Listening 
Finally, if you are able to do so, there are some links below for pieces of music that you 
can listen to.  These may help you with your composing or just be interesting to hear. 

 Can you tell what instruments have been used? 

 How does the music make you feel? 

 Can you imagine someone making their entrance somewhere to it? 
 

George Frideric Handel - The Arrival of the Queen of Sheba 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-TGKJ9MgCOQ 

 

Royal trumpet fanfare 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4eBYUOKQOnE 

 

Jeremiah Clarke - The Prince of Denmark's March 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z1088E6E2fY 

 

Saint-Saens: Carnival of the Animals~Marche Royale du Lions (March of the Lions) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rE4CATvZ188 

 

Emerson, Lake & Palmer - Fanfare For The Common Man 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c2zurZig4L8 
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