
History Task- How have theatres changed through time? 

The Earliest Theatres -Ancient Greece                                                                                                                                                               

Most Greek 

theatres were 

built on the side 

of a hill. The 

seating areas 

were built upon 

the slope and the 

performance 

space would sit 

at the base of the 

hill. Whenever 

possible, the seating area would create a semi-circle around the performance space. This 

provided a good view of the performance space for all of the audience. Most Greek theatres 

had a skene, or scene building. The skene in the Theatre of Dionysus can be seen in the photo above. 

Often, it looked like the front of a Greek temple or palace with Greek columns and a roof.  

 
Tudor theatre – The Globe Theatre London 

 

 

 

 

 

The Globe was originally built next to the Thames in 1599. Like many of the theatres in Elizabethan 

times, it had walls that formed a rounded shape and was made out of wood.  Around the outside 

was a thatched roof to protect some of the theatre- goers from the weather but it was open in the 

middle to allow light in for the plays.   

 

Look at the painted interiors and use of wood to create the seating. 

 

 



History Task- How have theatres changed through time? 

Victorian Theatre -The Royal Opera House  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Royal Opera House was built in Covent 

Garden, London, in 1859. The Royal Opera 

House is the home of the Royal Opera and 

the Royal Ballet.  

It seats 2,268 people- seats downstairs (the 
stalls), four tiers (levels) of boxes, a balcony and 
a gallery. It has plush, soft seating and a 
decorated glass ceiling.  Notice the Royal 
emblem at the front and the use of red and gold 
colours to make it feel luxurious. 

 

Modern Theatre- Wuzhen Theatre- China 

The Wuzhen Grand Theatre is 

located in a water village in Zhejiang, 

China and was built in 2010.  

The shape of the theatre is based on 

the twin-lotus flower (a very important 

symbol in China) and features two 

theatres built back to back. The two 

theatres are oval shapes allow 1200 

and 600 people to watch 

performances.  

 
building structure: reinforced   
concrete, steel framing 
 
materials: blue brick, glass curtain    
wall, wood grilles 

 

The outside of the building has 

columns, a pediment and balustrading 

Modern interior with lighting set into the ceiling and 

soft grey and red colours 

https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/w/index.php?title=Royal_Opera&action=edit&redlink=1
https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Royal_Ballet

