
Curriculum Overview for Year 6 
Reading  

 Maintain positive attitudes to 
reading and understanding what 
they read. 

 Identify and discuss themes and 
make comparisons 

 Asking questions, making 
predictions and summarising to 
reflect and develop their 
understanding 

 Support inferences with 
evidence 

 Identify how language, structure, 
etc. contribute to meaning 

 Discuss use of language, 
including figurative 

 Distinguish between fact and 
opinion 

 Learn a wider range of poetry 

 

English 
 

Writing 

 Plan writing to suit audience and 
purpose 

 Select grammar and vocabulary for 
effect 

 Use a range of devices to build 
cohesion 

 Use punctuation marks correctly  
 Develop drafting, editing and proof-

reading skills of own and others’ 
work 

 Use knowledge of morphology and 
etymology in spelling 

 Develop a legible and fluent 
handwriting style 

 

Grammar 

 Use standard & non-standard English 
appropriately 

 Use synonyms & antonyms 

 Use of the passive construction in 
sentences 

 Linking ideas across paragraphs using 
cohesive devices 

 Use the semi-colon, colon,                           
dash, ellipsis and hyphen 

 Use and understand word  
classes & the grammatical  
functions of words 

Speaking & Listening 

 Articulate and justify answers, arguments 
and opinions 

 Maintain attention and participate actively 
in collaborative conversations and role play 

 Consider and evaluate different viewpoints        
 

Art & Design 
 

 Use sketchbooks to collect, record, review, revisit &  
evaluate ideas  

 Improve mastery of techniques such as drawing,  
painting and sculpture with varied materials  

 Learn about great artists, architects & designers such 
            as Hokusai 

Computing 
 Design, write & debug programs to solve problems 

 Use sequence, selection & repetition in programs 

 Be discerning in evaluating digital content  

 Select, use and combine a variety of software to  
           design & create a range of programs, system &  
           content that accomplish given goals 

               Understand uses of networks for collaboration &                       
communication    

 E-Safety- PEGI ratings and Cyberbullying 
This will be completed through using databases, spreadsheets, 
scratch programming, website page  
creation and blogging. 

Design & Technology 
 

 Use research & criteria to develop products which are fit  
for purpose and aimed at specific groups  

 Use annotated sketches, cross-section diagrams & 
computer-aided design 

 Select from and use a wider range of tools 
     equipment, materials and components  

           Analyse & evaluate existing products 
          and improve own work  

          Use mechanical & electrical systems in own  
                         products, including programming  

 Cook savoury dishes for a healthy & varied diet 

 Geography 
 

 Name & locate  
counties, cities, regions & features of the UK  

 Understand latitude, longitude, Equator,  
                hemispheres, tropics, polar circles & time zones  

 Describe and understand key aspects of volcanoes and 
earthquakes 

 Describe and understand key aspects of economic activity 
including trade links, the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals & water 

 Use 4- and 6-figure grid references on OS maps  

 Use fieldwork to record & explain areas  
 

 
 

Problem solving 
 
 Solve multi-step number and word 

problems 

 Break down complex problems or 
calculations into simpler steps 

 Select and use appropriate 
mathematical equipment 

 Find different ways of approaching a 
problem 

 Organise work and refine ways of 
recording 

 Use precise mathematical language 

 Search for patterns in results 
 Develop logical thinking and explain 

reasoning 

Mathematics  
Number 

 Secure place value & rounding 
including negatives 

 Use efficient mental & written 
methods, including long division 

 Identify factors, multiples and 
primes 

 Introduce simple algebra 

 Find fractions and percentages 
of numbers & quantities 

 Compare & order fractions & 
decimals 

 Write decimals as fractions  

 Link percentages to fractions & 
decimals  

 Instant recall of multiplication & 
division facts to 12 x 12 

 

Shape, space and measures 
 Classify shapes by properties 

 Know and use angle rules 

 Translate, rotate & reflect shapes, using all 
four quadrants 

 Use a range of measures and conversions 

 Calculate area and perimeter of simple 
shapes 

Handling data 
 Construct & interpret tables, lists and 

charts, including line graphs and pie charts  

 Calculate mode, mean, median and range 
averages 

 Recognise the difference between discrete 
and continuous data 

 Draw conclusions from 
                              statistics and  
                                graphs 

 
 

           Modern              Languages 
 

 Listen & engage  

 Engage in conversations, expressing opinions  

 Speak in simple language & be understood  

 Develop appropriate pronunciation  

 Present ideas & information orally  

 Show understanding in simple reading  

 Adapt known language to create new ideas  

 Describe people, places & things 

 Understand basic grammar, e.g. gender  

 
           Physical            Education 
 
 

 Use running, jumping, catching  
                  and throwing in isolation and in combination  

 Play competitive games, applying basic principles  

 Develop flexibility & control in gym, dance & athletics  

 Take part in Outdoor & Adventurous activities  

 Compare performances to achieve personal bests  

 Swimming proficiency at 25m 
 

  

Music 
 

 Perform with control  
                 & expression solo & in ensembles  

         Improvise & compose using dimensions of 
                       music  

          Listen to detail and recall aurally  

 Use & understand basics of staff notation  

 Develop an understanding of the history of music,  
including great musicians & composers 

           

 
  
        Religious        Education 

 
                       Follow Essex agreed syllabus for RE 

 Christianity – Different denominations and  
                       Interpretations. 

 Humanism – living your life without religion. 

  Buddhism – The Buddha’s life story.  

 Christianity – Holy Week 
 Rites of Passage – Comparing customs in different religions. 

    
Science  
Biology  
 Living things and their habitats – classification of living 

things 

 Animals, including humans – the human circulatory system 
& the impact of diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle on the 
body 

 Evolution and inheritance – evidence from fossils, variation 
in offspring and adaptation of plants and animals to their 
environment 

 

Physics  
 Light and shadows – how objects are seen 

 Electricity – building simple circuits 
 

History 
 

Broader History Study 
 Ancient Greece 

 A study of Greek life and achievements and 
their influence on the western world 

 The legacy of Greek culture (art, architecture, or 
literature) on later periods in British history, 
including the present day 
 

 



 


