
 

 

Welcome to the Summer Term 2021.  It has been lovely seeing the children back in school and we are excited to be 

guiding the children through their final term here!  This is an exciting term for the children as they complete their time 

at GTPS and begin preparing for transition to their secondary schools.  Although some things will be different, due to the 

current situation, we have planned some interesting activities to help promote the children’s love of learning.  As the 

term draws to a close, we will enjoy looking back with the children, reflecting on their memories of their time spent 

here and celebrating all that they have achieved. 

Please feel free to contact us if you have any queries on our class email addresses:  6C@greattotham.essex.sch.uk   or 

6H@greattotham.essex.sch.uk    

English 

Reading:  This will link specifically to our writing curriculum, meaning that the children will experience a range of genres.  

A key focus, which you can also support at home, will be on developing vocabulary and identifying the effect of authors’ 

choices upon the reader.  At home, please check that your child understands the vocabulary read and ask your child to 

comment on the vocabulary by explaining what makes the choice effective. 

Writing:  Throughout the term, a key focus will be on the quality of handwriting and the accuracy of spelling and 

punctuation.  The children will have the opportunity to produce engaging pieces of writing, with ideas cohesively linked 

and demonstrating a wider vocabulary in a variety of genres.  Text types will include: formal persuasive letters, balanced 

arguments, biography, narrative, poetry and anecdotal writing.  Much of the writing will be focused on the children’s 

personal interests and memories.  Please encourage lots of discussion at home to support this. 

Maths:  Throughout this term, the children will be consolidating and extending their skills of fluent calculation with 

increasingly larger numbers and their understanding of place value of numbers up to ten million.  They will consolidate 

their ability to convert fluently between units of measure and apply these skills when calculating, reasoning and solving 

problems involving measure.  In addition, they will be extending their learning from previous years, including use of all 

four quadrants to show position and direction, translation and reflection. The children will take a further look at 

fractions, decimals and percentages, expressing statements about the relationships between these and solving 

problems requiring the application of skills to help build their confidence. They will apply their skills to Lifeskills by 

solving problems linked to budgeting and managing money wisely.  

Geography—Trade – Deal or no Deal!  To set the scene, the children will become ‘traders’ and experience the problems 

faced when they are able to deal with some parties but not others and how this can affect the decisions which therefore 

have to be made.  This will help them to learn about what trade is.  The children will then explore how trade has 

changed (particularly in recent times) including UK trading partners. They will learn about the global supply chain which 

encompasses where goods come from, global brands, Fairtrade and the impact of the global supply chain on the 

environment.   Key understanding of longitude, latitude, hemispheres and the tropics will also be recapped.  

Lifeskills:  This important element of our school curriculum is a key part of our Summer Term.  The children will learn 

more about what affects their own and others’ well-being, particularly through understanding more about how to 

identify and manage healthy relationships, including those on-line.  Some further work on discrimination and 

stereotypes will also be included.  Our RSE (relationships, and sex education) curriculum continues—a separate letter 

will provide more information in a few weeks.  If you have any questions, please come and ask us.  A vital part of 

preparing the children for secondary transition is developing their understanding of the changing responsibility they will 

face (such as travelling to and from school) and how to manage this.  In addition, they will learn more about rules and 

laws (including those related to their online use) and how these are created.  They will find out how resources are 

distributed and paid for. 

  



Computing: The start of the summer term will be a thorough review of e-safety, focusing particularly on content (what is 

available) contact (permissions, online friends, messaging etc.) and conduct (how you present yourself online).  The 

children will have the opportunity to create their own ‘e-safety booklet.  They will consider some of the ways their 

online presence may change as they move to secondary school, for example having more accessibility to online content.  

They will have the chance to create their own model ‘wiki’ pages too, improving their manipulation of text and images 

and learning how to insert links between documents. 

Science:  Starting by investigating how light travels and how shadows are formed, the children will develop their 

understanding of how to carry out fair tests.  They will also learn about the eye and how we see things.  After revising 

their previous learning about electricity, the children will explore voltage, resistance and Earth.  They will further 

develop their investigative skills and use recognised symbols in circuit diagrams.  The children will also look at the parts 

of a plant and explore different forces, such as wind resistance and water resistance to consolidate their Y5 learning. 

PE:  Having missed our hockey unit, we have included it this term; the children will focus on improving their control and 

accuracy when passing and utilise different strategies of attack and defence.  They will learn sport specific rules.  In 

addition, the children will develop their athletic skills including refining their hurdling technique over longer distances 

and with greater pace. They will explore the effect of using a consistent leading and trailing leg and how stride pattern 

can improve performance.  The children will incorporate the scissor jumping action into their high jump technique and 

improve their long jump distance by improving their run up, take off and flight.  The children will also explore pull and 

push throwing techniques, incorporating a small run up to try to improve their throwing distance.  Cricket will be 

another focus area, with the children improving and developing their skills of shot technique and direction, making 

appropriate choices in game-play situations, bowling accuracy and effective fielding, and the use of appropriate tactics.  

Towards the end of term, the children will have the opportunity to apply their map-reading skills to some orienteering 

activities.  When possible, we will be running a mile to help sustain stamina and fitness. 

Music:  The theme for this unit is music and identity, initially exploring and appraising the work of women in music by 

finding out what inspires the women’s compositions.  Then, the children will explore how to show their own identity 

through music.  They will learn how to write lyrics and compose a simple melody.   

Art:  Building on their skills of working with clay (coil and pinch pots), the children will learn how to make slab pots.  

Linking back to our work on Greek art, the children will learn how to draw people in proportion.  They will have the 

opportunity to further develop their sketching techniques by showing increasing levels of tone and texture. 

RE: This term, the children will develop their understanding of Rites of Passage and how these are celebrated in 

different religions.  This will also link to their Lifeskills work and their transition to secondary school. 

DT:  The focus this term is on bunting. The children will learn about the history and use of bunting before exploring 

different stitches and learning how to join material using applique to create their own triangular piece of bunting. 

French:  The children will continue to develop their understanding of reading, saying and writing the time in French.  

They will also have the opportunity to revise some key vocabulary and phrases taught throughout KS2. 

Homework:  Set on Fridays and due the following Wednesday morning. 

Maths homework will be set via mymaths.co.uk .  Reading homework will link to the texts studied in school.  Other 

homework, as well as being used for consolidation of skills, will on occasion be set so that children have the chance to 

prepare for the next lesson.   Both reading and other homework will be set via Google Classrooms (6C or 6H). 

  

 

 


