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Great Totham Primary School Curriculum & Standards Committee 

 

 
                              Great Totham Primary School 
                              Homework Policy 
 
At Great Totham Primary School we recognise the importance of children developing a range of 
interests outside of school and the need for family activities. Equally we believe that homework is an 
important element of our commitment to home/school partnership and that it can extend and 
consolidate children’s learning.  
 
Principles 
We believe that homework should:  

 encourage self-organisation and self-discipline 

 reinforce, broaden and extend learning 

 develop home/school partnership and communication 
 
Expectations 
The homework activities set will vary as the children move through the school, however all children 
are expected to read and discuss books at home, with an adult, regularly. 
 
Teachers set tasks to support and extend learning as appropriate to each child’s ability. Children 
identified as having special educational needs will, where appropriate, complete tasks in common 
with their peers. There will, however, be occasions when they may benefit from personalised tasks. 
 
Guidance is provided on the amount of time each task should take and support is always available in 
school for any child having difficulties including access to technology.  
 
Regular non-completion of homework is challenged and staff may arrange for homework to be 
completed in the children’s own time in school e.g. lunchtime. 
 
Role of Parents 
Parents and carers are encouraged to: 

 provide a peaceful, suitable place in which a child can do homework 

 make it clear to their child that they value homework and support the school in explaining how it 
can help their learning 

 support with homework tasks, older children are expected to tackle homework independently 

 read and discuss books and texts regularly   

 encourage children and praise them when they have completed homework 

 communicate with the class teacher if there are any concerns with homework 
 
There may be occasions when it is not possible for homework to be completed and parents can 
communicate this either in person or through the relevant homework book/folder. If ongoing 
issues regarding homework should occur then an appointment should be arranged with the class 
teacher. Similarly, there may be times when homework is not set in school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 

 

Great Totham Primary School Curriculum & Standards Committee 

 

Homework Provision 
 

Year R Reading & Phonics  

Year 1 Weekly task in HMW folder of either 
English/Maths/Topic  
Personal reading 
Phonics books 

No time limit, some tasks may 
require short but regular practice 

Year 2 Weekly task in HMW folder of either 
English/Maths/Topic 
Personal reading 

20/30 min 

Year 3 Weekly English/Maths task 
Personal reading & times tables practice 

30 min 

Year 4 Weekly English task 
Weekly Maths task 
Personal reading & times table practice  

20 min 
20 min 

Year 5 Weekly Guided Reading written task 
Weekly Maths task 
Personal reading & times table practice 

40 min 
30 min 
 

Year 6 Weekly Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar task 
Weekly Maths task 
Guided reading 
Personal reading & times table practice 

20 min 
40 min 
40 min 

 
The maths software ‘My Maths’ is used to support homework, children are provided with individual 
passwords. Children without computer access at home can use school computers. 
 
Monitoring 
This policy and the impact of homework will be monitored in the light of all school policies to ensure 
that it best supports the children’s learning and encourages positive, independent home learning. 
The information will be gathered in a range of ways including work sampling, pupil interviews and 
questionnaires. The outcomes will help us to evaluate our effectiveness and make any changes to 
our policy as required. 
 
This policy will be formally reviewed every three years by the Curriculum & Standards Committee. 
 
Policy Approved by Curriculum & Standards Committee: May 2015 
 

Review: May 2018 T. Woods 
Review: June 2020 Some minor amendments for clarity. 
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