
Coral Reefs at Risk

Brightly-colored coral reefs have lived in ocean waters for about 2 1/2 million years. 

But scientists say the ecosystems are in serious danger if humans don't act fast.

On Tuesday, scientists from the World Conservation Union (known as IUCN) said 

climate changes and human activity are harming the reefs. The damage could 

mean up to 50 percent of the earth's coral reefs will be destroyed in the next 40 

years. Coral reefs take up less than one percent of the ocean floor but are home to 

almost 25 percent of the ocean's species.

According to the IUCN report, about 20 percent of the earth’s coral reefs have 

already been destroyed. The organization recommends creating protected ocean 

areas to prevent more

Endangered Underwater Ecosystem.

 Coral reefs are brightly colored structures that are home to thousands of different 

species of fish, plants, and other marine animals. Coral is actually made up of tiny 

clear animals called coral polyps. Millions of coral polyps stick together in colonies 

and form a hard outer shell. Over time, the colonies grow together and create large 

reefs.

When coral die, their skeletons are left behind, and new coral build on top. One of 

the biggest threats to coral reefs is called 'bleaching.' Coral bleaching happens 

when the temperature of water rises and there is more sunlight hitting the reefs. The 

conditions cause the algae that corals depend on for food and color to die out. This 

causes the coral to whiten, or bleach. When coral bleaching occurs, the coral can 

die.

Rescuing the Reefs Carl Gustaf Lundin of the IUCN said climate change, or 

global warming, is a major contributor to the loss of coral reefs. Human activities 

such as fishing and pollution are also destroying the reefs. According to the IUCN, 

only one percent of the world's oceans are legally protected. The organization 

recommends creating a network to protect all major marine ecosystems, which 

include coral reefs.

Creating marine parks will also help reduce the destruction of reefs. The protected 

areas would make coral reefs healthier and help them withstand bleaching

1) Read the article below then pick two colours KEY
2) Underline or highlight the things that cause harm to the reef
3) Underline or highlight how the things above affect the reef
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