
 

 Year 5 Week 10: Explorers and Expeditions  

Hopefully, you are finding some of the activities linked to our mini-topic of explorers and expeditions interesting. 

This week, we are continuing to look at explorers and expeditions, but this time learning about a present-day 

explorer – Sir Ranulph Fiennes.   

If you have any issues accessing the content, or would like some guidance with the activities, some support with 

trying to maintain motivation (the children’s) or to share some examples of work or activities, please email your 

child’s class teacher at either 5B@greattotham.essex.sch.uk  or 5N@greattotham.essex.sch.uk  respectively and they 

will respond as soon as possible.  

Maths 

The focus this week continues with fractions. The work sheets provide a range of problem types, including some 

more open-ended examples. The video links should give a quick reminder of how to solve the different types of 

problems. Remember, you can access the library on My Maths to find some guidance to help you. Log in to the My 

Maths school main site (not your individual log-in). On the left of the page is the library section. Click on number, 

then fractions and scroll down to find the relevant lessons for Y5 on equivalent fractions, converting and ordering 

and comparing fractions. 

If you are looking for some extra work, you could try these web links:  

https://garyhall.org.uk/maths-objectives/169/recognise-mixed-numbers-and-improper-fractions-and-convert-from-

one-form-to-the-other-and-write-mathematical-statements-1-as-a-mixed-number-eg-2-5-4-5-6-5-1-1-5 

https://garyhall.org.uk/maths-objectives/170/add-and-subtract-fractions-with-the-same-denominator-and-

denominators-that-are-multiples-of-the-same-number 

which have some further activities if you would like them. 

 Use the website links to help refresh your memories. 

Activity 1 Number sequences  

Activity 2 https://corbettmathsprimary.com/2018/07/21/mixed-numbers-video/ 
Add and subtract fractions 

Activity 3 Add three or more fractions 

Activity 4 https://corbettmathsprimary.com/2018/07/21/mixed-numbers-video/ 
Add mixed numbers 

 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button  Keep practising your times-tables recall.  

English 

This week, our English reading comprehension is a short biography of Sir Ranulph Fiennes.  The writing activities are 

linked to the idea of landscapes and the unknown, which is what attracts many explorers to carry out an expedition. 

Reading Comprehension Read the Ranulph Fiennes biography text and then answer the 
comprehension questions.  

Writing 1 Imagine that you are an explorer and on your travels you find one of these 
places (Use the image sheet and choose the image which most appeals to 
you).  Describe the place vividly, thinking about what you can see, hear, smell, 
touch etc.  What atmosphere will you create? How will you make your reader 
imagine that they are actually there? Remember to read through your work, 
edit and improve it – checking your Y5 writing skills have been used. 

Writing 2 Using the same image, write a letter home, explaining what you think the 
place is, what happened there, why it appears deserted etc. You might want 
to mention how you felt when you came across your ‘find’.  Remember to 

mailto:5B@greattotham.essex.sch.uk
mailto:5N@greattotham.essex.sch.uk
https://garyhall.org.uk/maths-objectives/169/recognise-mixed-numbers-and-improper-fractions-and-convert-from-one-form-to-the-other-and-write-mathematical-statements-1-as-a-mixed-number-eg-2-5-4-5-6-5-1-1-5
https://garyhall.org.uk/maths-objectives/169/recognise-mixed-numbers-and-improper-fractions-and-convert-from-one-form-to-the-other-and-write-mathematical-statements-1-as-a-mixed-number-eg-2-5-4-5-6-5-1-1-5
https://garyhall.org.uk/maths-objectives/170/add-and-subtract-fractions-with-the-same-denominator-and-denominators-that-are-multiples-of-the-same-number
https://garyhall.org.uk/maths-objectives/170/add-and-subtract-fractions-with-the-same-denominator-and-denominators-that-are-multiples-of-the-same-number
https://corbettmathsprimary.com/2018/07/21/mixed-numbers-video/
https://corbettmathsprimary.com/2018/07/21/mixed-numbers-video/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button


read through your work, edit and improve it – checking your Y5 writing skills 
have been used. 

Spelling/grammar Commas and meaning – complete the activity to explore how commas can 
change the meaning of a sentence. 

 

Have you managed to find any interesting books about explorers or voyages? Remember you can read information 

texts too.  

Foundation Subjects  

History and Geography:  

Who do you think of when you hear the word “explorer”?  

An explorer is someone who travels to places about which very little is known, in order to discover what is there. 

(Collins dictionary definition). 

What do you think of when you hear the word “expedition”?  

An expedition is an organised journey that is made for a particular purpose such as exploration. (Collins dictionary 

definition). 

Questions to think about: 

 Why do people explore? 

1) How might reasons for exploration have changed over time?  

2) What ways do you think exploration has shaped our world? 

3) What’s the difference between exploration and an expedition?  

 

Ranulph Fiennes' expeditions and challenges 

In 1967 Ranulph Fiennes took part in his first expedition, scaling the Jostedalsbreen Glacier in Norway. Since then he’s 

barely stopped, breaking world records, scaling the world’s hardest and tallest mountains and taking on his Global 

Reach Challenge for Marie Curie. 

https://www.mariecurie.org.uk/ranulph/expeditions-challenges 

Use the website link above to find out about some of the epic challenges and expeditions Sir Ranulph Fiennes has 

undertaken. 

Choose one of the following activities (you could do more if you would like to)!  

Task 1:   

a)  On the world map, mark the locations of Sir Ranulph Fiennes’ expeditions. 

b)  On the world map, mark the mountains that he has climbed. 

c)  On the world map, mark the location of the marathons he has completed. 

Task 2:  https://www.mariecurie.org.uk/ranulph/videos 

Watch some of the video clips about Sir Ranulph Fiennes’ expeditions/challenges.   

What do you think inspired him to attempt these challenges? 

How do you think he felt when he achieved his aims? 

Would you describe Sir Ranulph Fiennes as an explorer?  Why/Why not? 
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Task 3: Create an illustrated timeline to show the expeditions that Sir Ranulph Fiennes attempted/completed.  You 

could draw your own illustrations or use some from the gallery: https://www.mariecurie.org.uk/ranulph/gallery 

   

Art:  Project: An Imaginary Planet  

Let your imagination roam free … 

Imagine a world where the sky is very different from ours—maybe there are five suns or eight moons. Maybe the sky 

is red rather than blue, and the moon purple rather than white. Perhaps the stars are all different shapes and 

colours, and a ring, like Saturn’s, crosses the sky.  

Create a world with a fantastic sky using a medium of your choice. Then create fantastic animals to match the sky—

animals that are doing something, like dancing, playing, jumping, or running.  Then add some plants to match your 

scene. 

What will your imaginary world be like? Why would people want to explore there? Write an evaluation of your work, 

explaining the inspiration behind your ideas. 

Lifeskills: Growth mindset and well-being 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/growth-mindset-and-wellbeing-lesson/z4g4382 

Use the link to watch the ‘Live lesson’  

Use the recognising and expressing your emotions and resilience sheets during the lesson. 

Try some of the suggested ideas to help people manage their emotions.  Make a list of the things you could do to 

help you express and manage your emotions.   

 

PE: Please try to do some form of physical activity every day. There are links on the school website to some on-line 

activities or perhaps you could come up with your own activities. Have you found a new type of activity which you 

enjoy?  

Other Resources  

There continues to be a vast array of online resources accessible for children learning at home. Some of the core 

aspects to this home learning offer are cited below – please also look at the ‘What’s on’ section of the website for 

links to other websites and what’s being offered via social media. These are signposts only and parents need to make 

their own assessments about what is appropriate for  

 
Use the click through links 
from the home pages to 
find the year group and 

subject of choice. 
https://www.thenational.academy/ 

 Use the click through links from 
the home pages to find the year 
group and subject of choice. 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons 
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