
Year 6: Week 6 - Explorers and Expeditions  

In years five and six over the next few weeks, we will be focusing on explorers and expeditions.  

Starting with ‘The Age of Encounter’, the children will have the opportunity to look at some famous 

explorers from the time, before moving towards some modern day exploration and expeditions.  

If you have any issues accessing the content, or would like some guidance with the activities, please 

email closure@greattotham.essex.sch.uk and one of the team will respond as soon as possible.    

Maths  

The focus this week is decimals.  Remember, you can access the library on My Maths to find some 

further guidance to help you. Log in to the My Maths school main site (not your individual log-in).  

On the left of the page is the library section.  Click on number, then fractions and scroll down (quite 

a long way) to find the lessons for decimals.  

There is also homework set on MyMaths for those who wish to access this.   

  Year 6  

Activity 1  Decimal addition and subtraction  

Activity 2  Multiplying and dividing by 10, 100, 1000  

Activity 3  Rounding decimals  

Activity 4  Problem solving and reasoning  

  

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button  Keep practising your times-tables recall.  

English  

This week, our English texts and writing activities are linked with the theme of explorers.  

  Year 6  

Reading  

Comprehension  

The Polar Bear Explorer’s Club by Alex Bell  

Read chapter 1 and then answer the comprehension questions.   

Writing 1  Create your own explorers’ club. Write a set of rules for it in the style of Alex Bell.  

Make your writing engaging through your vocabulary choices and use your Year six 

writing skills.  

Writing 2  Write a diary entry, from the perspective of Felix, about when he found Stella.  

Remember to add plenty of detail – share thoughts and feelings.  

Remember to use different sentence openers and advanced punctuation.  

Spelling/grammar  Two activities on identifying verbs in sentences, with a choice of level.  

  

Hopefully you are still reading, reading, reading.  There are many good stories based around 

explorers and expeditions – perhaps you could find some to read or find an audio story to listen to.  
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Foundation Subjects  

History and Geography:  

During the late-fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, knowledge of Earth’s physical and human 

geography grew in leaps and bounds. Christopher Columbus, John Cabot, and Amerigo Vespucci 

encountered North and South America, introducing them into recorded history. Meanwhile, Vasco 

da Gama was the first European to sail through the Indian Ocean to Asia, and circumnavigators 

Ferdinand Magellan and Francis Drake confirmed the geographic locations of North and South 

America as they were added to ever-expanding maps and globes.  

  

During this century of global exploration, different peoples interacted with each other for the first 

time—allying, trading, warring, and enslaving. These encounters set the course for the modern, 

globally interdependent world.  

You may notice that there is a lack of female explorers from this time.  Why do you think this is?  We 

will be looking at female explorers in future weeks – why do you think there are more female 

explorers now?  

Activity 1:  Use the website links below to find out about our first three explorers, Columbus, Cabot 

and da Gama.  

Then discuss the question underneath each link with an adult or write your ideas in your book.  

Did you think anything was strange about their journeys and where they were sailing to?  Why?  

If you are unable to access the internet links, then read the information on the Explorers Information 

sheet.  Use the world map to follow the journeys made by the three explorers.  

  

Christopher Columbus  

https://earth.google.com/web/@44.409052,8.922186,- 

0.33473611a,3097d,35y,0h,60.99997931t,0r/data=Ci8SLRIgM2VlNGIxYjAyZjZjMTFlN2JiN2U5ZjRiO 
DliYmUwZGUiCXBic19hb2VfMQ  
Q1 - The video on Christopher Columbus mentions that almost 90% of the indigenous people 

Columbus encountered, who were subsequently visited by many more ships full of Europeans, 

died from European diseases. What else happened to the indigenous people at the hands of the 

Europeans?  

John Cabot  

https://earth.google.com/web/@45.432096,12.35111,0.7288609a,460d,35y,0h,54t,0r/data=Ci8SL 

RIgM2VlNGIxYjAyZjZjMTFlN2JiN2U5ZjRiODliYmUwZGUiCXBic19hb2VfNA  

Q2 - In the video about John Cabot, the narrator notes that Cabot’s northerly route to the New 

World gave the English the opportunity to eventually dominate North America while also making 

the country incredibly wealthy. What did Cabot discover that helped make England very 

wealthy? Why do you think this commodity (a product that people buy and sell) was so 

valuable?  

Vasco da Gama:  https://earth.google.com/web/@38.694799,- 

9.206308,2.90211607a,1285d,35y,6h,59t,0r/data=Ci8SLRIgM2VlNGIxYjAyZjZjMTFlN2JiN2U5ZjRiO 
DliYmUwZGUiCXBic19hb2VfNw  
Q3 - On his second voyage, Vasco da Gama commanded a fleet of Portuguese ships, and used 

them to subdue Arab trading ships and port cities in Africa and India. Do you agree that the 

Portuguese had the right to use force to establish colonies and become an important player in 

trade between Europe and Asia? Why or why not?  
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Activity 2:  

As you watch the videos, make notes about the route taken; major places they landed, discoveries 

and threats and mishaps  

  Route taken  Major places 

they landed  

Discoveries  Threats and 

mishaps   

Christopher  

Columbus 

(14511506)  

        

John Cabot  

(1450-1498)  

        

Vasco da Gama  

(1460/14691524)  

        

  

Activity 3:  Complete the compare voyages sheet for Columbus, Cabot and da Gama.  

Activity 4:  On the World Explorers Map, match Columbus, Cabot and da Gama to the locations that 

they encountered during their voyages on the map.  

• Label the main seas and oceans.  

• Use a key to show the countries that the explorers encountered.  

• Label the continents.   

• Extension: use an atlas and give the co-ordinates of the different places visited.  

  

Art activity on next page.   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



  

  

Art Activity:  Responding to artwork   

 

These paintings provide two different perspectives on the meeting of the Old World and the New 

World.   

The painting where the ships are visible is called The Landing of Columbus by Albert Bierstadt. It is 

believed to have been painted in 1893. The painting is owned by the City of Plainfield, New Jersey. 

Bierstadt (1830–1902) was better known for his epic landscapes of the American West.   

The other painting is called, Primer desembarco de Cristóbal Colón en América, and was painted in  

1862 by Dióscoro Teófilo Puebla Tolín (known as Dióscoro Puebla), a Spanish painter who lived from 

1831 to 1901. He was known for his portraits and paintings of historical events. The painting resides 

in the Museo del Prado in Madrid, Spain.  

Discussion Questions:  Discuss with an adult or write your responses in your book.  



1. Which of the paintings seems more realistic? Why?  

2. In the painting in which Columbus is wearing red and kneeling, why are some of his sailors 

hugging the ground, and why are others looking up towards the sky? What is the man with 

the cross doing? The indigenous people are positioned in the shadows, and painted with less 

colour and detail. Why do you think they are represented this way?  

3. Look at how the indigenous people are portrayed in the two paintings. Consider how many 

there are in each painting, what they are doing, their posture and body language.  Why do 

you think this is?  

RE: What is pilgrimage?  

Over the next few weeks, we’ll be looking at pilgrimages people of different religions make.  

According to the dictionary definition, a pilgrimage is a journey, especially a long one, made to some 

sacred place as an act of religious devotion.  

But where and why would you go on a pilgrimage?  

Are there any places in the world that you would love to visit? Take a moment to think about why.  

Perhaps you chose somewhere that is associated with someone special – for example, the town or 

country your grandparents were born, or where a hero of yours lives. Perhaps you chose a place you 

have heard a lot about and would love to see for yourself.  

Why do you think Christians would decide to go on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land – the land where 

Jesus was born and lived?  

What do you think they would hope to see and do when they were there?  

Watch the film and discover two people’s experiences of a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 

http://request.org.uk/life/spirituality/pilgrimage/  

In this short film Rev Margaret talks about her experiences on pilgrimage and explains why she 

decided to make those journeys.  

http://request.org.uk/life/pilgrimage-2/  

  

PE:  Please try to do some form of physical activity every day.  There are links on the school website 

to some on-line activities or perhaps you could come up with your own activities.  

Other Resources    

There continues to be a vast array of online resources accessible for children learning at home. Some 

of the core aspects to this home learning offer are cited below – please also look at the ‘What’s on’ 

section of the website for links to other websites and what’s being offered via social media. These 

are signposts only and parents need to make their own assessments about what is appropriate for 

their child.    
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Use the click through 
links from the home 
pages to find the year 

group and   
subject of choice.   

https://www.thenational.academy/   

 Use the click through links 
from the home pages to find 
the year group and subject of 
choice.   

   

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons   

  

https://www.thenational.academy/
https://www.thenational.academy/
https://www.thenational.academy/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons

