
 

Explorers 

Sacagawea 
Sacagawea on US Dollar coin  
Dates of birth and death: May 1788 – 20th December 1812 
Sacagawea was a Lemhi Shoshone American woman. She is a 
famous explorer because she helped the Lewis and Clarke 
Expedition, hoping to cross the new western part of America 
known as Louisiana Territory. Sacagawea acted as their local guide 

and interpreter for the duration of the expedition. 
https://www.historyforkids.net/sacagawea.html 

Isabella Bird 
 
Dates of birth and death: 15th October 1831 – 7th October 1904 
Isabella Bird (married name Bishop) is famous for becoming the first woman to be 
elected Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society. Don’t worry, she was an explorer 
too. They had to have a reason to make her a fellow. She was a writer and explorer, 
travelling widely during her life. She was encouraged to spend life outdoors and 

travel due to ongoing ailments. This took her across the world, from America to Asia in a manner that 
was very unusual for women in her time. 
https://www.activityvillage.co.uk/isabella-bird 

Nellie Bly 
 
Dates of birth and death: 5th May 1864 – 27th January 1922 
Nellie Bly is the pen name of the famous explorer and journalist Elizabeth Cochran 
Seaman. She is famous for travelling around the world in 72 days, long before it was 
considered normal by anyone’s standards. Take that Phileas Fogg! In fact, her trip was 
actually inspired by the novel Around the World in Eighty Days. She wanted to turn it 
from fiction to fact and being a woman made it all the more sensational. 
https://study.com/academy/lesson/nellie-bly-lesson-for-kids-biography-facts.html 

Gertrude Bell 
 
Dates of birth and death: 4th July 1868 – 12th July 1926 
Gertrude Bell was a woman of many trades. She was an explorer, writer, 
archaeologist and geographer – who had a hand in British imperial policy-
making too! Her travels took her often to Arabia and across the Middle East. 
During World War One, British Intelligence asked for her help to get people 
across the desert. She also recorded several mountaineering first ascents in 
Bernese Oberland, Switzerland and Gertrudspitze (2632m) are named after 
her.  https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/explorers/gertrude-bell/ 

Louise Boyd 
Dates of birth and death: 16th September 1887 – 14th September 1972 
Louise Boyd was a pretty wealthy heiress who used her money to explore the 
world. Her family had part ownership in a gold mine in California and she inherited 
the family fortune in 1920. Four years later, she was starting her first Arctic 
expedition. She is unusual in the sense that every expedition she did was for fun. 
Most explorers say they have other more noble or scientific motives. Boyd was 
going to enjoy herself.  
That’s not to say that she didn’t help when she could, though. Boyd led a series of 

scientific expeditions to Greenland in the 1930s, investigating botany. She also lent her ship to try to 
find other polar explorers who were known to have disappeared in the area. 
https://www.enchantedlearning.com/explorers/page/b/boyd.shtml 
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Amelia Earhart 
 
Amelia Earhart on a postage stamp  
Dates of birth and death: 24th July 1897 – 2nd July 1937 (disappeared) 
Amelia Earhart is famous for her exploration in the world of aviation. She was the 
first woman to fly across the Atlantic solo and she achieved many other world 
records (including altitude and speed records). The second time she tried to fly 
around the world was the last anyone ever heard of her. Her plane went missing 
somewhere above Howland Island in the Pacific. No one has ever found her body or 

her plane. 
Update: Now the man famous for discovering the Titanic shipwreck has announced an expedition to 
look for her plane and solve the mystery of her disappearance. 
https://www.ducksters.com/biography/women_leaders/amelia_earhart.php 
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/explorers/amelia-earhart/ 

Beryl Markham 
 
Beryl Markham | Wikimedia Commons: Tekniska Museet 
Dates of birth and death: 26 October 1902 – 3 August 1986 
Beryl Markham was the first person to fly solo, non-stop across the 
Atlantic from east to west. She was a Kenyan aviator, whose exploits 
are recorded in her book West with the Night. She also spent time 
working as a bush pilot and a horse trainer. 
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Beryl-Markham/631751 
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