
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  

Welcome to Year 5!  
We were so pleased to see so many smiling faces raring to go for a new year. We have lots of exciting topics to 

explore and we will be checking and consolidating year 4 core skills to ensure children get off to a great start in year 5 
and feel comfortable getting stuck in to all that it has to offer. This, of course, does not mean we will do this if 

unnecessary, we know the children will be in different places. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you wish to discuss your child’s school life. Feel free to use the email addresses 

below, we will get back to you as soon as possible. 
Miss Brewer & Mrs Glover 

 

Miss Brewer: 5B@greattotham.essex.sch.uk     Mrs Glover: 5G@greattotham.essex.sch.uk 

Homework 
 

We will be issuing Maths and guided 
reading homework on a Monday to be 

handed in by Thursday of the same week.  
We would very much appreciate you 

continuing to read with and to your child 
regularly as it really does make a difference. 

We will also be promoting reading for pleasure 
throughout the year. 

 

Dates for your diary: 
 

Monday 21st September Guided reading starts 
Monday 5st October Harvest festival 

Monday 28th October – 1st November: Half term 
Monday 2nd November INSET 

Monday 16th – 20th November: Anti Bullying week 
Wednesday 16th December: Christmas dinner 

Friday 18th December: Last day of autumn term 

 
 

Our world and beyond 
Our topic across the curriculum this half term will be Rivers and Coasts. Through our geography work we will identify 
the key features of rivers and coast lines. Unfortunately due to the circumstances, we will not be able to arrange 
our river trip, however we will endeavour to still inspire and enthuse with our activities in school. We are lucky 
enough to live close to lots of rivers in Essex, why not take a family trip to explore our local area and hear all about 
what your child has been learning? For the second half of the term, space is our stimulus. We will be learning about 
the movement of the Earth, moon and other planets in relation to the Sun and look at the rotation of the Earth to 

explain how we get night and day.   
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Guided Reading  

Our weekly guided reading sessions are an opportunity to introduce 

children to a variety of engaging books and texts in a small group. Led 

by an adult, we develop understanding of vocabulary, deduction, 
inference and comprehension skills. The children will receive homework 

activities on a Monday, which will need to be completed by the 
Thursday of the same week. It must be completed as it will form 

part of the following week’s group discussion. If you would like to 

support your child with this task then a great way of doing so is to talk 
through the text and ask questions.  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

More dates will appear throughout the term – keep 
your eyes and ears open!  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

English 

In English we will be developing 

our creative ideas through our 
topics and revisiting key year 4 

technical aspects of writing to ensure 
that these are well grounded. We 

will extend the children’s 

understanding of sentence 
structures whilst expanding the 

range of vocabulary that they use. 

We will do this through a variety 
of text types to allow the children 

to become more persuasive, 
informative and engaging writers. 

 
.  

Maths 

In Maths we will be 
consolidating the children’s 

understanding of core number 

skills including place value 
and number facts. This will 

ensure that when we develop 

written methods in addition, 
subtraction, division and 

multiplication, we have a solid 
foundation to build on. 

 

Science 
During the first half of the term when we 

are studying rivers and coasts, we will use 
our knowledge of solids, liquids and gases 

to decide how mixtures might be separated 

through filtering, sieving and evaporating.   
In the second half term we have a whole 

unit of work based on Space, finding out 
about the Earth, sun and moon as well as 

other planets in our solar system. 

 

P.E. 

Concentrating on the 
core skills in football and 

tag rugby, we will be 
teaching the children to 

be encouraging team 

players and sharing their 
knowledge and 

techniques as they 

develop their skills. 
Taking our indoor PE 

outdoors, we will be 
increasing our skipping 

capabilities to put 

together an aerobics 
routine! 

Music 

This term the children will be using 
glockenspiels and listening to and 

appraising a range of Jazz songs. The 

learning is focused around two tunes: 
Three Note Bossa and The Five Note 

Swing. The children will also have 

opportunities to improvise during this 

unit too.  

PE days 
Our timetabled P.E. sessions 

will be - Outdoor P.E. both 

Tuesday and Thursday. 
P.E. kits will come home on Friday 

and it is your child’s responsibility 
to ensure that their full kit is in 

school for the following Monday. 

Don’t forget that once it becomes 
colder, winter P.E kit can be worn. 

Please see the uniform policy on 
the school website. 

 

Life Skills 

We will be discussing and 
exploring a range of 

subjects in life skills. Starting 

with laws and people who 
support our school 

community. Then we will be 
recognising different 

situations that provoke 

negative emotions and 
learning strategies of how to 

positively manage these. 
Throughout, we will identify 

where the children can get 

help if needed, please 
encourage this discussion at 

home. 

R E 

The focus this term will be on Islam and 
Christianity. We will explore the Islamic 

Revelation of the Qur’an to the Prophet 

and the similarities and differences 
between the Qur’an and the Bible. In 

Christianity we will be learning about the 
Christmas story and why it is celebrated. 

Computing 
We will continue to look at e-safety throughout the term as well 

as studying the program Kodu to create landscapes and allowing 

the children to develop programming skills to create their own 
games.  

 


