
Reading Comprehension for Underwater Exploration text. 

RED: Complete section 1 - 2 

AMBER: Complete sections 1 – 3 

GREEN: Complete sections 1 - 4 

Questions  

 How far below the ocean’s surface can the Alvin travel underwater? 

 List two of the three ship wrecks that Robert Bullard discovered. 

 Why are ‘the bends’ called the bends? 

 In which year did David Bushnell invent the turtle? 

 List three jobs a crewed submersible can do? 

 How far can the ‘Alvin’ travel under the surface of the ocean? 

 Why can the Alvin travel further than a scuba diver? What feature does iy have to enable it 

to do so? 

 What was the issue with Cornelius van Drebbel’s submarine? 

 Name Jacques Cousteau’s engineer colleague who helped with his Aqua-lung invention? 

 What did Jacque Cousteau study? 

True or False? 

 Wearing Scuba gear allows you to stay under water longer? 

 Robot controlled submarines need crew? 

 Water pressure damages the lungs of a diver? 

 Divers found plants and animals that can be used to make medicine? 

 Jacques Cousteau broke his fingers in an accident at work? 

 Jacques Cousteau develop the Aqua-lung on his own? 

 

Fact or Opinion? 

 Robert Bullard is the most famous ocean archaeologist in the world?  

 The ‘Trieste’ can travel further under the sea than ‘Jason’ the unmanned remote submarine? 

 Hunting for ship wrecks is vital for scientific discovery? 

 The ‘Bathysphere’ is older than the ‘Babyscaph? 

 To go deeper than a submarine you could use the ‘Jason’? 

 

Vocabulary work? 

 In the paragraph starting ‘Submersibles have pressure-proof…’ find another word that 

means ‘to collect’ 

 In the paragraph starting ‘Remote-controlled undersea….’ Find another word that means ‘to 

send’ 

 In the paragraph starting ’At the time there was no way to move about underwater…’ find 

another word that means ‘machine’ 

 In the Robert Bullard section, find a phrase (group of words) that means ‘to be well known 

for’ 

 In the Jacques-Yves Cousteau section find a word that means ‘types or varieties 


