
Dear Parents,  

I wanted to update you on how plans are progressing on the extension of school opening for Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 
proposed by the government for no earlier than 1st June. I appreciate there may be difficulties for families who have     
siblings in the other year groups who are not being invited to return at this time. 

Guidance has begun to arrive, with more expected next week, from the Department of Education, Essex Local Authority 
and the Unions. I need to plan how I can implement this guidance with regard to our school site and circumstances. As you 
can imagine, there is a lot to consider! 

My priority will always be the wellbeing and safety of children and adults.  

For those of you with children in Year R, 1 and 6, I appreciate you will need to see the detailed plans before making an   
informed decision with regard to your child returning to school. However, it would be extremely helpful if you shared your 
initial intentions via the office email address. 

I am already considering factors such as:  

 smaller class sizes with children and adults remaining in the same group (‘bubble’) throughout the day 

 keeping different groups of children apart with the site spilt into separate zones 

 allocated drop off and collection times for different bubbles 

 staggered play and lunch times 

 additional cleaning and hygiene measures 

It would be helpful if you shared any additional points you think that should be considered. Please bear with me as I won’t 
be able to respond to individual emails but be assured all will be read and taken into account. 

I feel it is important to be clear with you.  One thing I cannot promise, is that within each bubble social distancing can    
always be maintained. This has also been recognised by the government in its official guidance so far. 

We will continue to offer provision on site for the children of critical key workers and provide home learning packs for all 
other children.  I understand there are many challenges in learning from home and we will continue to provide academic 
and emotional well-being support to you and the children. 

My intention is to share the detail of the plan by the end of next week so you can make informed decisions regarding your 
child’s attendance.   

Kind regards, 

Sarah Vass 
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Next week’s work pack (Week 9) will be available for collection from the Reception area from Monday 18th May.  

Please only collect in person if you are completely healthy.  The packs can be collected at any time during the 

school day, between 9am and 3.30pm, and there is no requirement to call the office in advance. 

Our website will also have been updated with the new week’s activities and links.   
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