
Dear Parents, 

We are very much looking forward to welcoming the children back to school on Monday.   Please ensure that you have 
read all of the information regarding the 8th March return (sent via Parentmail on 26th February), with particular     
attention being made to the dedicated arrival and departure times at the beginning and end of the school day.  We                
really do appreciate your help to minimise the congestion to keep all children and parents as safe as possible.   
Please ensure that only 1 adult, wearing a face mask, is dropping off and collecting. Walking in a single file on the                   
congested pathways, departing quickly (without stopping to chat) and keeping buggies and dogs to a minimum really 
does help us all.   As always, it is vitally important that children are not having to step into the road to pass oncoming 
parents.  Social distancing must be maintained at all times. 

Under the current nationwide restrictions, and as required by law, children must continue not to mix or socialise out of 
school, including in gardens and playgrounds.  We all want the return to school to be as successful as possible. 

We hope that milk and fruit will be available from Monday, however you are welcome to send your child in with a fruit 
snack just in case there is a delay on the first deliveries.   

Teachers and staff are all ready to welcome the children with a big smile!  

Sarah Vass  - Headteacher 

      Friday 5th March 2021

 School Newsletter 
www.greattotham.essex.sch.uk 

 

PTFA Balloon Race 

Please find attached details of our 
forthcoming PTFA Fundraiser -                    
a Virtual Balloon Race! 

Thank you in advance for your                  

support with this event. 

Week starting 8th March 2021:  

Spring Menu: Week 1 

Please find attached a copy of the temporary 
Spring menus for the next 3 weeks, taking us 
up until the Easter break. Mr Parffit 

Our lovely Site Manager, Mr. Parffit, has decided the time is 
right to retire. He will stay with us until the end of the month 
and we all wish him and his wife a wonderful retirement. 

Mr. Parffit has helped to transform the school site. His ability 
to turn his hand at any DIY task has been an absolute asset 
and the school has never looked as good! 

We have successfully appointed a replacement Site Manager 
to join us after Easter, further details to follow. 

PTFA School Lottery    

Winners: 

Congratulations to the                        
following lucky lottery                 
winners for the past 3 months; 

December 

1st   (25) Sally Walton - winning £50 
2nd  (21) Emma McLoughlin - winning £35 
3rd  (2) Sophie Burns - winning £15 

 

January 

1st   (17) David Eve - winning £50 
2nd  (20) Mr and Mrs Bell - winning £35 
3rd  (11) Carolyn Linton - winning £15 

 

February 

1st   (67) Wendy White - winning £48.75 
2nd  (55) Amy Pass - winning £34.13 
3rd  (30) Tamsyn Clark - winning £14.63 

If you would like more information on the PTFA                    
lottery, please contact the school office. 

Thank you to the Rotary Club of 
Heybridge Blackwater 

A huge thank you to the Rotary Club of 
Heybridge Blackwater for their very                   
generous donation of 177 Usborne                         
Illustrated English Dictionaries, delivered to 
the school this week. 

These dictionaries will be issued to all                  
children in Year 3 and 4 to bring home, and 

be made available to children in Years 2, 3, 4 and 5 for use 
within the classrooms - a wonderful resource that is much 
appreciated by all of us at GTPS. 

KS1 PE Days 

PE Days are unchanged from the Autumn term; 

YR - Tuesdays 

Y1 - Mondays and Thursdays 

Y2 - Wednesdays and Fridays 

KS1 children should come to school wearing their PE kit on 
these days.   KS2 children should continue to bring their PE 
kit into school each Monday, and it will be sent home each 
Friday for washing. 

Change in Contact Details 

Has your address and/or contact details changed?  Please         
ensure our records are always kept up to date. 
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