
If you wore scuba gear, you could carry an oxygen supply and stay underwater much longer. You might go as deep 

as 300 feet. Want to go really deep? Wear an atmospheric diving suit, or ADS, to protect you from water pressure, 

and you can go down about 2,000 feet. 

To explore deeper, you’ll need an undersea craft, such as a submarine. To go even deeper, you could 

use Alvin. You might ask, who’s Alvin?, but a better question would be: what’s Alvin? It’s a manned submersible 

that can descend nearly three miles. Undersea craft have pressure-proof cabins, so they can travel much deeper 

than any diver can. 

Ocean explorers discovered rich natural resources and foods in the ocean. They found that some plants and       

animals could be used to make medicines. They found remains of shipwrecks and new animal species. 

Ocean exploration provides endless, fascinating information. It may provide us with clues to lost  

civilizations. Some day, it may even help us understand how life began on Earth. 

 

Submersibles have pressure-proof cabins for a crew. They’re 

sometimes used to rescue submarines. Submersibles also gather 

samples of sand, water, and other parts of undersea                 

surroundings for research. The first submersibles included the 

bathyscaph (invented in 1905) and the bathysphere (made in 

1930). 

As scuba divers go deeper, the weight of the water above presses down 

on the water below—and on whatever is in the water. The pressure of 

water can damage the lungs of divers. Divers must come up slowly. If 

they surface too quickly, gas bubbles form in the body. These bubbles 

cause the bends, pains and jerks in the joints that can be fatal. They got 

that name because the pain is so bad, it makes people bend over 

Remote-controlled undersea robots can go to ocean depths without a crew. They 

take pictures, pick up objects, dig trenches, and transmit signals. This is Jason, a 

remote-controlled robot that explored the Titanic.   

If you held your nose and jumped into the water for a look around, you wouldn’t have time to see much. Soon, 

you’d have to come up for air. 

FUN FACT 

Around 1620, Dutchman Cornelius van Drebbel built the first working subma-

rine. However, it couldn’t propel itself. In 1775, David Bushnell invented 

the Turtle, a submarine with propellers. It could stay under for only 30 minutes 

at a time.  



Jacques-Yves Cousteau (11 June 1910 – 25 June 1997) was 

a French naval officer, explorer, ecologist, filmmaker,   

scientist, photographer and researcher who studied the 

sea and all forms of life in water.  

He co-developed the aqua-lung, pioneered marine   con-

servation and was a   member of the  Académie française. 

He is generally known in France as le commandant Cous-

teau ("Commander Cousteau"). Worldwide, he was    

commonly known as Jacques Cousteau or Captain      

Cousteau. 

In the mid-1930s Cousteau began swimming every day to strengthen his arms after 

they were broken in a car accident. He began to experiment with swimming         

underwater with goggles. That opened a new world for Cousteau. It led to his      

lifelong interest in undersea exploration. 

At the time there was no way to move about underwater without being attached to 

an air hose that opened above the surface of the water. Cousteau helped invent a 

device that would allow people to dive deeper and move freely about the water. He 

and an engineer named Émile Gagnan created the first scuba diving device in 1943. 

The term scuba stands for “self-contained underwater-breathing apparatus.” They 

named their device the Aqua-Lung. Cousteau also helped to invent many other 

tools useful to oceanographers. These included a small submarine for seafloor     

exploration and a number of underwater cameras. 

Robert Duane Ballard (born June 30, 1942) is a       

retired United States Navy officer and a professor 

of oceanography at the University of Rhode             

Island who is most noted for his work in underwater 

archaeology: maritime archaeology and archaeology 

of shipwrecks. He is most known for the discoveries 

of the wrecks of the RMS Titanic in 1985, 

the battleship Bismarck in 1989, and the aircraft        

carrier USS Yorktown in 1998  
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