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Wayne Rooney is a professional football player. If you are a football fan, 
you have probably watched one of his games. You might even have seen 
him play live! Did you know that he started to play football at a very 
young age?

Wayne Rooney

Wayne Rooney was born on October 24th 1985. He was born in Croxteth in 
Liverpool. His full name is Wayne Mark Rooney. His mum is called 
Jeanette Rooney and his dad is also called Wayne Rooney. Wayne Rooney 
has two younger brothers called Graham and John. All three brothers 
attended Our Lady and St. Swithin’s Primary School in Croxteth. 

When he was very young, Wayne Rooney loved to 
play football. He supported Everton Football Club. 
Even when he was a young boy, he was a very 
talented football player. At the age of 9, Wayne 
Rooney joined a local football team and he scored 
99 goals in the final season. He was spotted by an 
Everton scout who asked him to join Everton. 

When he was just 16 years old, Rooney 
made his first professional appearance with 

Everton in August 2002. 
Two months later, on 19th

October 2002, he became the youngest ever goal 
scorer in the history of the Premier League.
Then Everton played a football match against
Arsenal. Arsenal had won 30 games in a row. 

No other team had been able to beat them. But
then Wayne Rooney scored a last minute goal

and Everton beat Arsenal!

In 2002, Wayne Rooney was awarded the BBC 
Sports Personality of the Year award. Every 
year, people vote for the sports man or woman 
who they think has achieved the most that 
year. This was a very big achievement for 
Rooney.     
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In 2010, Wayne Rooney got two more very special awards. The first one 
was the Professional Footballers’ Association Players’ Player of  the Year. 
This is a very long name for an award so sometimes, it is just called the 
Player of the Year Award. Every year, this award is given to the player who 
is judged to be the best player that year in English football.  He also won 
the Football Writers’ Association Footballer of the Year Award. This is also 
a very long name for an award so this one is sometimes just called the 
Footballer of the Year Award. This award is different to the first one 
because this one is given for the best player of the season. 

In 2004, Rooney left Everton and went to play for Manchester United 
Football Club. This made lots of the Everton fans very cross. When he went 
back to play a match against Everton, he was booed by lots of the Everton 
fans who used to support him. He played his first game for Manchester 
United on 24th September 2004. 

Two years later, in 2006, Rooney was 
made Captain of Manchester United 
Football Club. He was very proud that 
he had been made Captain of the 
team and he was also very excited. In 
2008, Wayne Rooney was the 
youngest ever player to play in 200 
Premier League games. What a lot of 
football games! 

2004 football shirt

It is clear to see that Wayne Rooney 
is a very successful football player. 
As well as being so good at football, 
he has also written some books and 
he does a lot of work for different 
charities. Even though he is so busy, 
he still finds time to spend with his 
wife and children.  Wayne Rooney 
married Coleen McLoughlin (she is 
now called Coleen Rooney) in 2008. 
They have three beautiful little boys. 
Kai Rooney was born in November 
2009, Klay Rooney was born in May 
2013 and Kit in January 2016. 
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Wayne Rooney – Follow-Up Work 

Who is Wayne Rooney?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Where was he born?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In the text it tells you that Rooney was a very talented football player when he was young. 

Find some evidence in the text to prove that this is true.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you think that Wayne Rooney would have been pleased about being signed for Everton? 

Why do you think this?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What type of text is this?  How do you know?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does the writer show us that Rooney is a successful football player?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

When did Rooney go to play for Manchester United?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Like this? Find more 
differentiated Famous 
People resources here.

http://www.classroomsecrets.co.uk/tag/famous-people


When did he play his first game for Manchester United?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How did the Everton fans feel about Rooney moving to Manchester United? Which words in 

the text tell you this?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What does the word ‘achievement’ mean?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Wayne Rooney has lots of achievements. Find three which have been recorded in the text.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are the names of Wayne and Coleen’s Children?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Who is their eldest child? How do you know?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you know any other facts about Wayne Rooney which have not been included in the 

text?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you wanted to find out more about Wayne Rooney, how could you do this?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

classroomsecrets.com
Wayne Rooney – Y2m/Y3d/Y4e (Silver) – Follow-Up Work© Classroom Secrets Limited 2016

Like this? Find more 
differentiated Famous 
People resources here.

http://www.classroomsecrets.co.uk/tag/famous-people


Wayne Rooney – Vocab 1

Write the meaning of each of these words. 

professional  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

probably  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

attended  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

talented  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

scout  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

appearance  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

awarded  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

achievement  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

proud  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

association  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

judged  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

successful  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Wayne Rooney – Vocab 2

Choose three of the highlighted words from the text. Write your own sentences which include 

the words to show that you understand their meaning.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pretend that you are the manager of Manchester United. Write some sentences which you  

could read to the fans to tell them that Rooney has been made Captain. Try to use as many 

of these words as possible:

successful           proud            professional           talented           achievement

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Wayne Rooney – SPAG

Conjunctions 

Circle the best conjunction to complete each sentence.

Wayne Rooney was proud  ___________________ he had been made Captain.                                       

S so      because      however 

Wayne Rooney was talented from a young age  ___________________ he was spotted by a scout. 

S so      because      however 

Rooney is most famous for playing football  ___________________ he has also written some books.

because      but      when

Wayne Rooney has a wife  ___________________ three children.

A so      and      but

Punctuation 

Circle all of the words which should have a capital letter then write each sentence again, 

putting capital letters in the correct places.

wayne rooney was born in liverpool.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

he is married to a lady called coleen.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Wayne Rooney – Oral Teacher Questions

Who is Wayne Rooney?  A professional footballer.

Where was he born? In Croxteth in Liverpool.

In the text it tells you that Rooney was a very talented football player when he was young. Find 
some evidence in the text to prove that this is true.  He joined a local team and scored 99 goals in 
the final season. He was spotted by an Everton scout. 

Do you think that Wayne Rooney would have been pleased about being signed for Everton? Why do 
you think this?  Yes, because he had always supported Everton. Or any other answer with 
reasonable justification. E.g. Yes, because he loved playing football and now had the chance to play 
professionally. 

What type of text is this?  How do you know?  A biography. A reasonable answer such as: it is all 
about the life of a person, it tells you all about Wayne Rooney’s life, etc. 

How does the writer show us that Rooney is a successful football player?  Various answers from the 
text, e.g. The writer tells us about the awards he has won, the goals he has scored, etc. 

When did Rooney go to play for Manchester United?  2004.

When did he play his first game for Manchester United?  24th September 2004.

How did the Everton fans feel about Rooney moving to Manchester United? Which words in the text 
tell you this?  Very annoyed, not happy, upset. In the text it tells you that they were cross and they 
booed. Any other answer with reasonable justification. 

What does the word ‘achievement’ mean?  Something that somebody has succeeded in doing. 

Wayne Rooney has lots of achievements. Find three which have been recorded in the text.  Various 
answers. Must be taken from the text. E.g. He was the youngest ever player to play in 200 Premier 
League games. 

What are the names of Wayne and Coleen’s Children?  Kai, Klay and Kit.

Who is their eldest child? How do you know?  Kai because he was born first. 

Do you know any other facts about Wayne Rooney which have not been included in the text?  
Children’s own answer.

If you wanted to find out more about Wayne Rooney, how could you do this?  Use the Internet. Go 
to the library and find some books about him etc. 
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Wayne Rooney – Vocab 1

Write the meaning of each of these words.

professional – a person who earns a living by playing a sport 

probably – likely

attended – to go to an event

talented – to be very good at something

scout  – a person sent out by a team to find new players

appearance – performance in public

awarded – something given for an achievement

achievement  – something that somebody has succeeded in doing 

proud – pleased

association – a group of people

judged – decided

successful – achieved something
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Wayne Rooney – Vocab 2

Choose three of the highlighted words. Write your own sentences which include the words to 

show that you understand their meaning. 

Children’s own answers. Ensure full sentences make sense, correct punctuation and correct 

spelling of the highlighted words.

Pretend that you are the manager of Manchester United. Write some sentences which you  

could read to the fans to tell them that Rooney has been made Captain. Try to use as many 

of these words as possible:

proud            professional           talented           achievement

Children’s own answer. Below is an example:

I am very proud to tell you that our talented player Wayne Rooney has been made Captain 

of the team. This is a very big achievement for him and I know that he will be very 

successful. Well done! 
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Wayne Rooney – SPAG

Conjunctions 

Circle the best conjunction to complete each sentence.

Wayne Rooney was proud  ___________________ he had been made Captain.                                       

S so      because  however 

Wayne Rooney was talented from a young age  ___________________ he was spotted by a scout. 

S so because      however 

Rooney is most famous for playing football  ___________________ he has also written some books.

because      but when

Wayne Rooney has a wife  ___________________ three children.

A so      and but

Punctuation 

Circle all of the words which should start with a capital letter.

Write each sentence again, putting capital letters in the correct places.

Wayne Rooney was born in Liverpool.

He is married to a lady called Coleen. 
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