
Welcome back after what we hope was an enjoyable Christmas break. We are 
all feeling rejuvenated, refreshed and ready to start our new term. Our topic is called 
‘It’s a Bear’s Life’ and will be centred around fluffy, furry and fierce bears.  We 
will be using a variety of different stories and information books as a starting point 
and will be inviting your children to bring their favourite bear to school. Whatever the weather, we 

will be venturing outside 
on bear hunts. It is 
essential to send your 
child with a warm coat 
every day. We are 
encouraging the children 
to become more 
independent and so would 
appreciate lots of practise 
with zips, buttons, hats 
and scarves.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Parents’ Evenings
Tuesday 11th February – 5pm-7.30pm
Wednesday 12th February –4:00pm-6.30pm

Parent Partnership Visits

12th and 13th March RMC 2:00-3:00pm
19th and 20th March RH 2:00-3:00pm 

On Wednesday 4th March we will be visiting our local 
library. We will send more information nearer the 
time. 
Any visits you can make to your local library will help 
to encourage a love of reading.

Perhaps you’d like to try and find some bear stories 
to share with your child.

Parent Partnership visits are a wonderful 
opportunity to share your child’s successes at school 
and will take place during the second half of the 
term. The children will also continue to develop skills 
at home so please share your child’s learning at 
home with us by uploading your pictures and 
comments to Tapestry. We value your support and 
look upon your child’s learning as a partnership.  

Here are some of the books 
that we will be sharing at 
school:
Otto the Book Bear by Katie 
Cleminson
Peace at Last by Jill Murphy
Whatever Next by Jill Murphy
Various Paddington Bear 
stories by Michael Bond
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by 
Michael Rosen



Expressive Arts and Design

Throughout our ‘Bears’ topic the children will investigate sounds made by exploring a number of new 
instruments. Many of the children love learning songs to match the topic, especially ones with actions. 
There will be opportunities for the children to create their own bear caves, make bear themed collages and 
make their own bear masks. We will also encourage the children to explore colour mixing and adding white to 
create different shades of paint.
Throughout the topic, the children will be encouraged to recreate the roles and characters from the bear 
themed stories that we will share. This will be extended into independent play where the children will be 
encouraged to make up their own stories and share these with each other.

Understanding of the World

The children will be learning about animals and 
people that live in cold places. They will be 
encouraged to think about how their lives are 
similar and different from those in cold 
conditions.
We will be carrying out some exciting science 
experiments to explore how polar bears and 
hibernating bears stay warm.
Using our wonderful outdoor environment the 
children will be encouraged to observe the 
changes that occur as the weather warms and 
spring arrives.

Within all activities in Reception, we promote communication and language skills through learning 
new vocabulary and modelling how to speak in full and clear sentences. In addition to this, we 
encourage the children to develop their relationships with their peers. This includes being confident 
to express how they feel and how to resolve problems in the classroom and on the playground.

Maths and English

This term we will be practising digraphs – two letters that make 
one sound. We will also encourage the children to solve practical 
problems by applying their mathematical knowledge,  e.g. Nanny 
and Grandad are coming round for tea. How many more table mats 
do we need? Your child may then go and lay the table to help 
them practically solve this problem.   
We are always revisiting number skills such as counting and 
recognising numbers. Please continue to support your child by 
counting anything, from peas on a plate, to toes on a foot.
In order to support your child’s learning at home please continue 
with daily reading and practising of sound and word walls. As your 
child grows in confidence with their reading, encourage them to 
also write the sounds they can hear in each word. This could be 
labelling objects around the house, writing a list or a birthday 
card, or even writing a sentence to go with a picture they have 
drawn or a Lego creation.


