
Comprehension Text- The Globe Theatre 

 

World Famous 

The Globe Theatre was not only one of the 
most famous playhouses of all time, but 
the theatre where Shakespeare performed 
many of his greatest plays. Built from oak, 
deal, and playhouse frames, the 3 storey, 
3000 capacity Globe Theatre that was 
partly owned by William Shakespeare, has 
become almost as famous as the 
playwright himself. 

 

What was it like? 

The Globe was originally built next to the Thames 
in 1599. Like many of the theatres in Elizabethan 
times, it was created to make a rounded shape 
and was made out of wood.  Around the outside, 
was a thatched roof to protect some of the theatre- 
goers from the weather but it was open in the 
middle to allow light in for the plays. 

  

How was the Globe built? 

Because the owners were struggling for money, they used the 
cheapest options in the building process. Streete and his workmen 
built a brick base for the theatre whilst the walls were made from 
large timber frames.  These were filled with smaller slats of wood 
covered with a plaster that contained cow hair. For the roof, they 
chose to thatch it with reeds and not cover it with more expensive tile. 

What was is used for? 

Unsurprisingly, Shakespeare was very keen to use 
his theatre to put on his own plays.  Probably the 
first Shakespeare play to be performed at the 
Globe was Julius Caesar, in 1599 but many other 
Shakespeare plays were performed in the building 
over the years. 

The globe today- 

rebuilt in 1997 

Who was William Shakespeare? 

Born in Stratford in 1564, 

Shakespeare is one of the world’s 

greatest playwrights and poets.  

Today his plays and poems are 

still read and performed all over 

the world. 



  

 

Disaster at the Globe! 

Disaster struck the Globe in 1613. On 29 June, at a performance of Shakespeare’s Henry 
VIII, some small cannons were fired. They didn’t use cannon balls, but they did use 
gunpowder held down by wadding. A piece of the 
burning wadding set fire to the thatch which resulted 
in the theatre being burned down in about an hour. 
News travelled fast so that by the next day, two 
different songs had been printed about it.  

Fortunately, no-one was harmed when the first Globe 
burned down. Although a man’s breeches caught fire, 
the flames were soon put out by a bystander with his 
bottle of beer!  

A new beginning 

In the late 1980s, archaeologists found 
the place where the original Globe 
Theatre was built. They realised that 
rather than being completely round in 
shape, it was actually built as a 20 sided 
polygon. 

In the 1990s, a reconstruction of The 
Globe was built close to where it originally 
stood.  

You can visit it today and watch plays just like in Shakespeare’s day.   For safety, it now has 
a tiled roof and hundreds of sprinklers have been placed inside it. 

 

Did you know? 

Women were not allowed to be 

actors in Shakespeare’s time as 

Queen Elizabeth had made it a law.  

All of the women’s roles had to be 

played by young boys! 


