
English This year we will continue to develop confident readers and writers who can 

use their skills in appropriate ways. The children will be encouraged to use a variety of 

writing techniques, such as: excellent vocabulary, a range of  punctuation and a variety 

of  sentence structures to help to engage the reader.  

The children will develop these writing skills in narratives (adventure/disaster stories), 

explanation and information texts, poetry, persuasive writing and personal recounts.  

We will aim to further the children’s enjoyment when reading, whether for pleasure or 

for academic purposes.  Please support this at home by encouraging your child to read 

frequently. 

Life Skills:  The children will learn more about managing their mental well-being 

and develop their understanding of relationships, emotions and responses both on 

and offline.  They will learn about stereotypes and prejudice  and about antisocial 

behaviour and its consequences.  They will further their understanding of  human 

rights and the organisations which help to promote these. 

Welcome back! We all hope the children are raring to go and are keen and eager to learn all about the exciting topic 

of Mountains, Volcanoes and Earthquakes.  

Year 6 is a busy year where we not only endeavour to give the children exciting learning opportunities and prepare them for the end of 

key stage tests (SATs), but we also prepare them for secondary school by encouraging them to accept more responsibility  for their  

learning and actions. We would appreciate your support at home by encouraging your child to become even more independent and    

organised, e.g. by completing homework independently, taking ownership of their learning and ensuring they are ready for school       

everyday.  

Miss Campling, Mr Hunt, Mrs Craig, Mrs Robertson and Mrs Lane.  

Please remember – if you have any queries or questions, please feel free to ring us, email us (6C@greattotham.essex.sch.uk or 

6H@greattotham.essex.sch.uk) or make an  appointment via the office – we are looking forward to working with you all for the benefit of 

the children.  

DT  

Mechanisms: Gears and    

Pulleys.  

The children will investigate 

how gears and pulleys work 

and use these mechanisms to 

make a model ’Lava-sampler’ 

Let’s hope they can make it 

out of the volcanoes!  

French  

Vocabulary revision: Hobbies and sports, 

animals, colours, family and numbers.  

New Learning: We will begin to look at verb 

forms (to like, to be, to have and to want) 

to ensure the children can apply vocabulary 

in grammatically accurate sentences.  

Art Using Hokusai’s ‘Views of Mount Fuji’ 

as a stimulus, the children will explore 

printing techniques.  

Observational drawing:  The children will 

learn how to use geometric shapes to help 

them sketch and learn more about how to 

add shading and texture to their work. 

Maths  

We want to develop confidence and independence when using and         

applying taught concepts. Emphasis will be placed on securing written 

methods for the four operations so that the children can apply their     

mathematical skills in real life contexts to confidently solve problems. We 

will encourage children to use pictures and models to support their              

understanding of more complex questions. During the year, the children 

will also be asked to reason and justify their answers—watch out children  

it ‘s not just about what you know but how you can explain it too!  



Geography :  Geography is one of the main foci of the Autumn Term curriculum in 

Year 6. Learning about how the Earth is structured will help the children to develop 

understanding of continental drift and about the formation of mountains, volcanoes 

and earthquakes.  

The children will use maps, atlases and globes to locate countries and describe their 

physical features.  They will also learn about lines of latitude and  longitude. 

Science: Evolution & Inheritance: Using some Mr Men characteristics, the children will 

develop understanding of inheritance. They will explore the possible imaginary outcomes 

of mixing genetics in different Mr Men and also with different dog breeds. 

The children will also be investigating how living things on Earth have changed,                

understanding how fossils are used to tell us about the past and how, over time, animals 

have adapted to suit their environment . The children will then have the chance to create 

their own animals to illustrate adaptation.  

PE (Weds & Fri)  Weather permitting, the children will be creating exciting volcano 

dances (on the playground) using a variety of stimuli.  

Games: Tennis and netball will be the main outdoor activities where the children will 

learn, practise and consolidate their control of the ball and their understanding and 

implementation of tactics for strategic play.  

R.E.   Buddhism: Learning about The Buddha’s early life, his quest to find an 

answer to the problem of suffering and the Middle Way, enlightenment and 

Nirvana will form the basis of study for the first term. The children will reflect 

on their own life experiences and how these relate to and differ from the 

practices of a Buddhist follower.  

Christianity: We will look at some of the different denominations and         

associated practices of Christianity .  

Homework :  Homework will be set weekly for Maths (40 minutes) and usually this will be set via 

www.mymaths.co.uk - the children will be re-issued with login details. If children are unable to 

access online content at home, they will be able to have some time during a lunch break to       

complete their online homework. 

English (40 minutes) and Guided Reading (40 minutes—starting 25th Sep) will be set to  support 

and consolidate skills taught in class. We are always available and happy to discuss with the        

children anything they don’t understand - all they need to do is ask. Homework is set on a Friday 

and must be handed in by the following Wednesday.  

Times Tables: Children will be tested regularly on times tables—what a treat it would be for       

everyone to get a certificate for their efforts this year! Please make sure the children practise    

frequently at home, as this will improve their fluency and speed in all areas, significantly impacting 

on their understanding of a wide range of mathematical areas. 

Reading: In Year Six, we are hoping that most children will read for pleasure from a wide range of 

text types.  Please encourage your child to read at least three times a week at home. As children 

become more competent, we appreciate that they may not wish to read aloud, however please 

discuss what they have read to reinforce their understanding.  Children can bring in books and   

other appropriate reading  material from home, for their individual enjoyment, as well as choosing 

books from the school library. 

Computing—Programming: The children will produce a simple volcano-themed 

game/animation that will use sequence, selection and repetition, using a       

program called Scratch.  

E- Safety:  This important subject, as always, will be high on the agenda in this 

hi-tech world we live in. Children will further develop their                                     

understanding of the importance of keeping themselves safe and acting        

responsibly when using different devices.   Linked to Lifeskills, we will also look 

at the use of messaging and the impact this can have if not used responsibly. 

Music—Listening & Appraising: The children will use the language of musical           

elements to evaluate pieces of music.  

Composing & Performing: Using percussion instruments, the children will plan,      

compose and perform music to represent a volcano’s eruption.   

In addition, they will revise standard musical notation.  


