
A huge welcome back to you all from the Year 3 team. We are very much looking forward to an exciting term of learning about 

the Romans, as you can probably guess from the title! In particular, we will be discovering  more about their Invasion of Britain  

(and more specifically Colchester) and the impact of the Roman Empire on modern Britain.  We have jam packed the term with 

interesting facts about this fascinating period of time and  we are very excited to be sharing this with the children in the next 

few weeks! Although meeting face to face is difficult at this time, we encourage you to use our email addresses. If the need 

arises, please arrange a call or Google Meet. We are always happy to help and ensure the  children are both well supported and 

settled at school, and at home, in what can only described as unusually disruptive times, communication being key to this.  

Mr Quilter 3Q@greattotham.essex.sch.uk    Mrs Norris 3O@greattotham.essex.sch.uk 

English 

In English there will be lots of writing opportunities to  build 

key Year 3 skills such as: extending sentences through the use 

of adverbs and conjunctions and also developing our use of 

vocabulary to engage our audiences. We will also continue to 

work on paragraphing and speech marks so our writing         

becomes more coherent. Writing opportunities will include 

character descriptions and biographies about Boudicca, linked 

to our  Roman topic and debating whether the Big Bad Wolf 

really is bad or just misunderstood. We will also write a time 

travelling adventure to Roman times, introducing techniques to 

build suspense into our work. Lots of adventures are waiting 

for us this term – we cannot wait! 

Homework 

Alongside reading and times tables practice, a small additional Maths or English task will be allocated to the children - this 

will be handed out on a Wednesday to be completed and handed in by the following Monday.  This will be a 20 minute task 

and should be completed independently. Occasionally this will be in the children's homework books, which we will continue 

to use at times. Feel free to add comments to this book if necessary. Most of the Maths will be allocated through our online 

platform MyMaths.co.uk and more often than not, work will be set on Google Classrooms, which we know you are experts 

at after your superb efforts during the lockdown period!  Those without access to the internet can be provided with paper 

copies, just let us know if you require this.  

Maths 

Maths will continue to focus on core place value and 

number skills however these will be developed through 

our understanding of measure. We will use mm and     

relate these to cm as we start to measure, draw and   

calculate perimeters of objects . We will also look at mass 

and capacity allowing us to look closely at scales when 

completing practical work with litres, grams and           

kilograms. Time will feature this term as we learn to read 

an analogue clock to the minute and of course this being 

a term learning about the Romans we will naturally look 

at Roman numerals too. The children have been excellent 

at learning their written methods last term so we will      

continue to revise these throughout the term to keep 

them fresh. 

Science—Pushes and pulls and plant life 

At the start of the term, we will be learning about forces in particular  exploring friction by                  

experimenting with toy cars to see this in action. We will also  explore magnets to understand 

how the magnetic poles attract and repel each other,  finding objects that are magnetic and even 

make our own compasses. After that we will learn about the different parts of plants and the 

roles each has in helping a plant grow healthy and strong in addition to finding out about pollina-

tion and seed dispersal. 
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PE 

PE days are planned as Monday and   

Tuesday (please note this is a change 

from last term). PE Kits will be taken 

home every Tuesday and will need       

returning, washed, by the following      

Monday.  

This term we look at  throwing , catching 

and batting skills with rounders, whilst in             

athletics we will develop our jumping and   

running techniques. With rules on social     

distancing and restrictions on PE, we will 

look to ensure the children are given a 

range of opportunities to practise their 

skills whilst maintaining good hygiene. 

We will also build stamina  and fitness 

with long distance running and             

developing team working skills with  

orienteering and problem solving 

activities. 

Languages 

In we will learn the correct    

vocabulary for colours and use 

this to describe objects in the 

classroom. We will also learn 

how to ask and answer         

questions in French and build 

our confidence to accurately 

write sentences about           

ourselves. 

Marvellous Musical Compositions and  

Glockenspiels 

There will be lots of music opportunities this 

term starting with the chance to build upon 

our glockenspiel playing in the Autumn term, 

growing more confident in playing different 

notes such as E and D. In the second half of 

the term, our music links with our science as 

we create our own compositions to match the 

life cycle of a flowering plant  

focusing on musical  notation. 

through graphic scores. 

Life Skills 

We will spend time this term looking at what 

rights and responsibilities we have in the          

community and towards the environment. We 

will also look at ways to keep track of money as 

well as how we can save. We will consider    

changes and transitions in our lives and ways we 

can understand and manage our feelings about 

Reading and Times Tables 

Knowing the times tables and related division facts for the 3, 4, 6 and 8’s 

are key objectives for the children and they have worked really hard on 

this so far. We look forward to handing out many more certificates this 

term...keep it up! Likewise, reading is vital in building writing skills.       

Remember to re-read books to build fluency and help with the              

mechanics of reading but don’t forget to foster that love of reading by 

snuggling up and enjoying a book together!  

Book changes will happen on a Tuesday so please ensure the children 

bring in their practice books on this day. With a focus on exploring each 

book further, and in depth, this will be the only day books are changed. 

 

Roman Mosaic Artwork 

Our artwork will be linked to our Roman topic by looking at the use of mo-

saics and then experimenting with different patterns and cutting techniques 

that can be used. We will create their own mosaic designs using paper and 

considering the use of shape, colour and texture in their final piece. 

Design and Technology 

The summer term, and hopefully the beautiful 

weather, will provide the perfect opportunity in  

Year 3 to explore the ingredients of sandwiches  and have a picnic. We 

will see how these ingredients are sourced and where from. There will 

come an all important taste test of different ingredients (we will write 

nearer the time to check for any allergies) to see what they like—

hopefully some vegetables and salad items will make a good impression! 

After making their own sandwiches we will then all eat them as a small 

picnic on the field—weather dependent of course! 

RE 

We will continue to look at Christianity and        

Judaism as we focus on the Old Testament and 

look at the story of Moses and the Ten              

Commandments. We extend by looking at        

parables from the Gospels in the New Testament. 

This then leads on to us comparing both religions 

to see where similarities and differences can be 

made through their holy books, teachings, ways 

of worshipping , festivals and each religion’s holy 

buildings. 

                                                                          Computing 

We will be further developing our core computing skills by creating, organising and saving our work in folders and working hard 

on the speed of our typing. Through the use of Micorsoft Publisher we will transfer PowerPoint skills when creating                

information texts on Boudicca and also learn how to cut and paste images from the internet. With this in mind copyright and        

Internet safety will be high on the E-Safty agenda as well as online safety when using apps and playing games. 


