
Dear Parents, 

Mrs Lawrence, Miss Cleghorn and I have very much enjoyed our structured conversations with 

small groups of children this week from Years 6, 5 and 2. Once initial technical hitches were 

overcome, we enjoyed catching up and playing some games together. It was also good to hear 

from some of the children that they have been keeping in touch with each other through Zoom 

and Facetime etc.  Next week we are offering this opportunity to Years 4,3,1 and R.  If you 
would like to book your child a place please contact the office. The purpose of the conversations 

is to provide an opportunity to those children who cannot currently attend school, to see some 

other children in a structured context. This does mean we cannot offer places to children who 

are attending school, either full or part time. However, the one to one video calls (via Google 

Meet) with class teachers are available to all children.  

Sarah Vass  - Headteacher 
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Ernie 

Much to the excitement 
of staff who are               

working on site, Ernie 
has now completed his 
first two acclimatisation             

visits to school. He is 
getting to know the 
sights and sounds of 

school in a gradual way 
before he is introduced 
to children.  

Don’t worry, before he meets any children you 
will be asked to give your permission. He is a very 

calm and gentle dog and has been thoroughly 
spoiled by us all.  

 

COVID19 Reminder 

We are very happy to be supporting our critical 
worker families and thank them all for the work 
they are doing in response to the national                       
pandemic. We are very grateful that our families 
are only using school provision when absolutely 
necessary therefore keeping numbers on site as low 
as possible. This means we can have the minimum 
amount of staff at school and protect the adults 
here. 

However, I must be very clear that families must 
follow the current lockdown rules and ensure they 
are not mixing socially. Otherwise, children of 
those families will not be able to come to school as 
I cannot put my staff at more risk because of the 
actions of others. I know the vast majority of you 
do follow the rules and will understand this                    
position.  

The sooner chains of transmission are broken and 
rates of infection fall, the sooner we can welcome 
ALL children back to school.  

http://www.greattotham.essex.sch.uk/

